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ALBERT’S RUN 


After finishing among 
the top four in the 
National League 
MVP vote four times, 
Albert Pujols should 
finally win the award. 


COLLE 


5E FOOTBALL 

42 The Tide Has Turned 
After a decade of struggles, Alabama is 
again rolling behind a strong-armed 
quarterback who wears number 12. 
Florida found that out the hard way 
by Mark Beech 


» Led by three sensational freshmen, 
Penn State is ready for Ohio State 
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48 Who's the Man? 

Is it Papi or A-Rod? The American 
League MVP race, like the AL East 
battle, was a photo finish 

by Tom Verducci 
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52 Baseball Awards The Pomecoming 
With Barry Bonds out of the picture, em ‘ 
Albert Pujols finally gets his due a ey Doug Flutie 
by Tom Verducci eo ane is back in 
the Boston 
PRO FOOTBALL area to finish 
58 The Best of Carson his career and 
The Bengals’ Carson Palmer is the fully take on 
NFL’ hottest young quarterback the challenge 
by Jeffri Chadiha of raising his 
autistic son 
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62 Pride and Punishment 
Diego Corrales went through hell to beat 
José Luis Castillo—now the rematch 

by L. Jon Wertheim 
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@ Throwing for 369 yards on 


Sunday despite a sports 
hernia, Philadelphia's 
Donovan McNabb 

(left) again 


4 
i showed his 
= toughness. For 
analysis of his 

showdown against the 
Cowboys, plus a look at this 
week's other games, click on 
Don Banks's Snap 
Judgments at SI.com/nfl. 


@ How far will the twice- 
beaten Patriots fall and 
how high will the 
undefeated Redskins rise 
in Dr. Z’s Power 
Rankings? Get the 
expert's opinion at 


Sl.com/zimmerman. 


ce 


| In what could be his last 


hurrah, 43-year-old Roger 
Clemens (righ?) will try to 
lead the Astros to their first 
World Series. Check out 
Sl.com/baseball for playoff 


coverage. Also, relive the 


greatest moments in Division 
Series history at 
Sl.com/photos. 

@ They're movers and 
shakers in the world of 


7" football. To see a gallery 


» each week of the most 

_ photogenic 
cheerleaders (left) at 
college and NFL games, 
. go to SI.com/photos. 

@ After a 310-day 
lockout and lots of 
bad press, the NHL 


makes its return this 
week, with [8-year- 

22 FSM old Penguins phenom 
Sidney Crosby as one of 
the star attractions. Get 
Darren Eliot’s View from 

a the Ice at Sl.com/nhl. 


@ All eyes will be on Texas 
this Saturday as 
quarterback Vince Young 
(below) and the No. 2 
Longhorns attempt to end a 
five-game losing streak to 
Oklahoma. Get a 


preview of > 2 


this and .. 
other key oat 
matchups, plus \ 
postgame analysis 


at Sl.com/college 
| football. 
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Arizona State safety Josh Barrett (19) got the worst of this close 
encounter with USC’s LenDale White during the Trojans’ 38-28 
victory last Saturday in Tempe, Ariz. White, who gained 197 yards 
on 9 carries, helped No. | USC rally from a 2I-3 halftime deficit 
and win its 26th straight game, a school and Pac-{0 record. 
Photograph by John W. McDonou gh 


Leading Off 
Miss Adventure 


Antonio Tarver found the ropes—not Roy 
Jones Jr.’s chin—with a [Oth-round punch 
last Saturday in Tampa. Tarver recovered © 
and easily retained his light heavyweight 
title by unanimous decision (page 81). 


Photograph by Chris O’Meara/AP 
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Saints Alive 


I applaud Michael Silver’s The Saints Come 
Through (Sept. 19) because it shows what foot- 
ball means to players and fans. The Saints 
demonstrated bravery, resilience and unity by 
pulling together to defeat a Super Bowl hopeful 
less than two weeks after Hurricane Katrina dey- 
astated their home city. I hope New Orleanians 
continue playing the game of life with the same 


Letters 


qualities that led the Saints to victory. 


Will Wright, Richmond 


Taking On Texas 
Reading Austin Murphy’s Don’t Mess 
with Texas (Sept. 19) made me wonder 
if he had watched the game or just the 
highlights reel. I was at the Horseshoe 
and know two things: The first is that 
Texas didn’t win the game so much as 
Ohio State lost it. When the Buckeyes 
turned three Longhorns turnovers into a 
measly nine points, they let Texas hang 
around long enough to scratch out a vic- 
tory. The other thing is, the Longhorns 
are the most one-dimensional team in 
the national championship picture. If 
Vince Young ever gets hurt, everyone will 
mess with Texas. 

Kevin Druckenmiller, Fremont, Ohio 


Missing in Action 
I just received the Sept. 19 issue, and 
there was something missing: The U.S. 
women winning back the Solheim Cup. 
Three great days of golf and you couldn’t 
spare a word? Nancy Lopez—remember 
her?—did an awesome job as the U.S. 
captain. I’m sure if it had been the guys 
in the Ryder Cup, there would have been 
four or five pages devoted to it. 

Monica Stevens, Leesport, Pa. 
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campus about institutional and NCAA 
hazing policies, and the potential physi- 
cal and emotional harm of initiation rites. 
Although the “embarrassing getups” worn 
by Oakland A’s players seem harmless, we 
continue to hold our students and ath- 
letes accountable for these and other types 
of hazing practices. It appears, unfortu- 
nately, that at the professional level hazing 
is both acceptable and celebrated. 
Colleen Sasso, Salem, Va. 


Cleveland Rocks 
I enjoyed your article on the Indians 
(Growing Threat, Sept. 19), but I’m not sur- 
prised attendance lags: No one in Cleve- 
land can pick that one big-name guy to 
admire. Each of the players is as impor- 
tant as the one next to him. G.M. Mark 
Shapiro, don’t screw up a winning team! 
Bernadette Vielhaber, Avon, Ohio 


’Tis Better to Receive 


Peter King’s comparison of receivers Jerry Rice and Don 
Hutson (INsiDE THE NFL, Sept. 19) with their peers has a 
historical footnote: When Hutson, who was from Pine 


Having a Ball 
As a former ball kid and the current 
chairman of the ball kid committee at 
the RCA Championships in Indianapo- 
lis, I enjoyed Rick Reilly’s hilarious col- 
umn on serving as a ball person at the 
U.S. Open (LIFE OF REILLY, Sept. 19). 
I will be certain to make my future ball 
kids read this article so they can know 
that their work has been recognized and 
appreciated. 

Dylan Reynolds, West Lafayette, Ind. 


Apparently, some of my subscription 
money is being set aside so Reilly can live 
out his little participatory sports fantasies. 
O.K., I get it, Rick: You can go places the 
Average Joe can’t because you're Rick 
Reilly. Now grow up. 

M.G. Missanelli, Wynnewood, Pa. 


Tough Questions 
Steve Rushin’s Some High, Hard Ones 
(AIR AND SPACE, Sept. 19) omitted the 
most obvious sports question of them 
all: Why do boxers circle each other in 
a square ring? 

Jerry Schwartz, Chamblee, Ga. 


Rushin asked what former Reds out- 
fielder Cesar Geronimo yelled when 
jumping out of an airplane? I am going 
to guess he yelled, “Meeeeeeeeeeeeeece.” 

Scott Moore, Manchester, N.H. 


If one synchronized swimmer drowns, 
will they all drown? 
Jim Wolff, Berlin, Wis. 


BOB DONNAN/US PRESSWIRE (COVER): PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM 


Bluff, Ark., played college ball for Alabama, the Crimson 
Tide’s other end was from nearby Fordyce, Ark.—a guy 
named Paul Bryant. The Bear had been a high school 
teammate of the same Jim Benton who was second to 
Hutson in King’s chart. Maybe the sticky pine resin on 
their hands accounted for two such remarkable receivers 
as Hutson and Benton growing up so close to each other. LEGENDS OF THE FALL 

Warren Wiltshire, Ridgeland, Miss. Bryant (left) and Hutson. 


In the Haze 

As a student-affairs professional, I was 
disappointed to see the “annual initiation 
rite” captured in Picture This (SCORE- 
CARD, Sept. 19). We at the college level 
have spent much time, energy and money 
to educate student-athletes and others on 
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Wie Shall 
Overcome 


by Steve Rushin 


N ASTRONOMY a protostar is an adoles- 

cent cloud of gas and dust not yet hot enough 

to trigger fusion, the nuclear reaction re- 

quired to form what is called a main se- 

quence star. A main sequence star is a star 

in its luminous prime. Many of them, such 
as Sirius, are instantly identifiable from almost any- 
where on Earth. These are the stars upon which peo- 
ple make wishes. 

Later this month Michelle Wie will make the tran- 
sition from protostar to main sequence star. The ado- 
lescent golfer will, in the space of a few days, turn 16, 
turn professional and turn heads in either hemisphere 
as the world’s most famous female athlete. 

In doing so, she’ll be making more than the transition 
from high school junior in a retainer to having attorneys 
on retainer. She’ll be making a cultural leap from David 
Leadbetter (her swing coach) to David Letterman (who 
recently discussed her boundless potential with actress 
Kate Hudson on the Late Show). By aspiring to compete 
against men on the PGA Tour, Letterman noted, Wie has 
created a feeling “that the doors are now open and you 
have this new vista . . . in the next generation.” On a clear 
day, that vista stretches all the way to Augusta. 

In other words, Wie’s star is already being wished 
upon. A giddy sense of possibility is attached to her, one 
that was intensified last summer when Johnny Miller— 
not known as a flatterer—told a national television au- 
dience that Wie has one of the five best golf swings in 
the world. This in a game played by untold millions. 

Mozart wrote his first symphony at eight, Tatum 
O’Neal won an Oscar at 10 and Ruth Lawrence grad- 
uated from Oxford (with a degree in mathematics) at 


It’s folly to 
tell kids 
what they 
can and can’t 


really is 
possible. 


13. But the golf swing seems to be more complicated than composing, acting or 
solving equations—it is like doing all of those things simultaneously—which is why 


Wie has required all of 15 years to perfect hers. 


And though she is only a high school junior—able to drive a golf ball 320 yards but 
not yet a Volkswagen Golf—I’m certain she'll live up to the hype. Wie shall overcome. 
See, as the father of a very young girl already at the top of the height chart, I too am 
wishing upon this star. It’s my hope that Wie will carry the flag, with her impeccable 
posture, for tall girls everywhere. (Wie is 6 feet and looks, at the end of her follow- 


through, like Elastigirl from The Incredibles.) 


While leaving Arco Arena in Sacramento last month as the court for the WNBA fi- 


nals was being torn down and the Ringling Bros.’s three rings were being set up, my 


© If you have a comment for Steve Rushin, send it to rushin@siletters.com. 


Air and Space 


6' 4" wife inhaled the elephant excrement 
and said, “Thank God for basketball, or 
I'd have had to join the circus.” 

In fourth grade she was told by her 
mother, “You can be anything you want.” 
My future wife replied, “I want to play in 
the NFL.” Learning that that was impos- 
sible, the 10-year-old wrote a letter to Red 
Auerbach in which she vowed to become 
the first woman to play for the Celtics. 
That didn’t work out either. 

But she did go on to play professional 
basketball at Madison Square Garden, 
and her jersey did wind up in the Smith- 
sonian, right next to the ruby slippers that 
delivered Dorothy from Oz. Both artifacts 
testify to the transporting power of wish- 
ful thinking. And Wie’s dream-sowing fa- 
ther, B,J., is a professor of transportation. 

My daughter is now blissfully unaware 
that sports impose any limitations what- 
soever. In nine months of life she’s play- 
fully sparred with Joe Frazier, stretched 
with Kristine Lilly, shared a basketball with 
Diana Taurasi and been coochie-coochie- 
cooed by a four-time Super Bowl champi- 
on, who told us that his mother really 
wanted a girl, which is why she named her 
boy Lynn and sent him to ballet class. 

That didn’t quite work out for 
Mrs. Swann. But then it’s folly to tell kids 
what they can and can’t be. And so 
Michelle Wie belongs to a generation 
blithely proceeding on the premise that 
anything really is possible. 

The most important major of her life 
is not the one Wie will choose at Stanford. 
By the time she’s a freshman there, in ’07, 
she'll be in the same tax bracket as Le- 
land Stanford, who founded the school. 
No, the most important major of her life 
may well be the U.S. Open or the PGA 
Championship or even the Masters, where 
women might some day turn Magnolia 
Lane (Augusta’s famous front drive) into 
something resembling Wisteria Lane (ad- 
dress of Desperate Housewives). 

So here’s to the dawn of the Wie 
Decade, in which young girls will have 
another worthy girl to look up to. And tall 
girls will have one they can literally look 
up to, because that’s another thing about 
stars, be they celestial or terrestrial. 

Like it or not, people steer their ships 
by them. o 
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&& The Super Bowl rushing record 


Beer is generational in 
St. Louis. Jeannie Brown and 
her daughter Jeannette were 
nursing tall ones during Sat- 

urday’s matinee. Of course 14 
bucks for two pops is outrageous, 
“but when you come to the ball- 
park, you got to have a beer,’ Jean- 
nie said. She had her first tiny sips 
as a young girl with her father 
during ball games, late in the Stan 

Musial era. Tradition, tradition. 

Tony La Russa knows almost 
as much about beer consump- 
tion patterns as Selong Smith, 


Beer Here! 


At Busch Stadium, the house that 
brews built, the MVPs—most 
valuable pourers—are the guys who 
bring thirsty fans their suds 

By Michael Bamberger 


might expect more sporting temples with beer names. Any- 
way, there are three, all from baseball: Coors Field, Miller 

Park and the oldest of them, Busch Stadium, where the St. Louis 
Cardinals will host the San Diego Padres in the playoffs 
this week. When Busch opened in 1966, a young man named 
Selong Smith was there selling soda. The following year, 
when he turned 21, he moved up to Budweiser, less 
than a buck for a 12-ounce bottle. Last weekend, when 
the Cards played their final regular-season games at the 
first of the downtown flying-saucer-style stadiums, Smit- 
ty was still a beer guy. These days he sells King Bud— 
and a variety of other Anheuser-Busch products—in 
16-ounce cans poured into paper cups, at $6.25 a pop. 

The Busch family, former owners of the Cardinals, 
got filthy rich off their breweries, but there’s a lot of 
trickle down when it comes to beer. Beerman Smith, 59 
and retired from a government job, grew up in a St. Louis 
project and now lives in an immaculate one-story house 
with a perfect lawn in a suburb where his wife bought 
him a curio to display his collection of Cardinals bobble- 
head dolls. Beer guys everywhere—the term includes 
the gals, of course—make out all right. And why shouldn't 
they? They perform a valuable service. Your throat is 
dry, the night is warm, your team has runners on. . . and 
the beer comes to you. At Busch the standard tip is 75 cents for a 
can and the vendors’ commission is 10%. You can sell $1,000 worth 
of beer even on a cold rainy night if you hustle, and last weekend 
was warm and dry in St. Louis. Smith’s personal best, financially, was 
when he sold $4,008 worth of suds on Opening Day 2004. 


R EALLY, GIVEN how beer-soaked we are as a people, you 
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which is saying something. He’s 
done managing stints in two great 
Midwestern beer capitals, Chica- 
go and now St. Louis. “Friday 
nights at the old Comiskey Park 
were infamous,’ La Russa said. 
“They started drinking when they 
got off work at five, and they were 
full throttle by seven. They were 
either real happy—or real upset.” 

And the beer guys know the 
game. Last Saturday morning, 
waiting at a backside stadium en- 
trance for the boss lady to check 
them in, Smitty and a small group 
of beermen analyzed the National 
League wild-card race. The pu- 
trid smell of soggy stadium trash 
fouled the air. “I don’t want to 
play no Philadelphia,’ one said. 
Another beer guy was eating a 
chicken sandwich and offering 
bites to anyone. Another was 
dropping fresh chew behind his 
lower lip. They all had tired eyes. 
Friday nights will wear you out. 
“Them Phillies dogged us all yeax-” 

Smitty now works a “portable” 
—a temporary stand—near gate 4. 
He keeps score by fan reaction. 
Baseball is his business. When 
Mark McGwire broke the single- 
season home run record in 98, 
it was good for business. Lou 
Brock’s stealing third, back in the 
day, was more memorable for 
him. So were the Beatles, when 
they played Busch. “It was just 
girls, girls, girls and screaming, 
screaming, screaming,” says 
Smith, who has a fine baritone. 
Many of the beer guys are melod- 


ic. The vendor working sec- 
tion 260 at Busch last Saturday 
afternoon in the top of the sixth 
was tunefully working this call 
line: icecoldicecoldicecold, ice cold 
beer, here! 

All of them do the beerman 
workout. It involves a lot of bend- 
ing over to pick up cases, grab- 
bing two or three or four six-packs 
with 10 fingers, slicing giant ice 
bags with one’s index finger, with 
the “walkers” hauling two cases 
on a plastic tray with no shoul- 
der straps up and down steps. It 
is all in the name of making 
money and in the service of us. 

At Busch, the beer stops flow- 
ing in the middle of the eighth. 
James Scott, a veteran Busch beer- 
man, made his final sale for the 
night, returned his extras, cashed 
out and went home. He’s 69, and 
he'll work one more year so he 
can have one season, at the even 
age of 70, at the new Busch Sta- 
dium, which is being built a pop 
fly from the old one. When he left 
on Saturday evening, counting 
his take for the day, he was still 
wearing his apron and he still had 
acan opener tied to his left wrist 
ona string. His back was stooped, 
and his walk was a shuffle. Se- 
long Smith watched him go and 
said, “That’s inspiring.” Smith’s 
moving to the new Busch too. 

Then he headed out, leaving 
behind long postgame lines 
at the men’s and women’s rooms. 
As they say on TV, it’s all 
about the beer. o 


holder allegedly sold cocaine to a DEA agent. y 
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For the Record 


—XxXTended By Phillies 
shortstop Jimmy Rollins, his hit- 
ting streak to 36 games, the 
longest in the majors since 1987, 
when the Brewers’ Paul Molitor 
hit in 39 straight. Rollins (above), 
who went 2 for 4 in Philadel- 
phia’s season-ending 9-3 win 
over the Nationals on Sunday, 
batted .385 during the streak, 
which he can try to continue 
when the 2006 season begins. 
Joe DiMaggio’s landmark 
56-game streak and Pete Rose’s 
National League standard 
(44 games) are safe, however, 
since baseball keeps separate 
records for single- and multiple- 
season streaks. Rollins’s target 


next April will be Wee Willie 
Keeler, who hit in 45 consecu- 
tive games over the 1896 and 97 
seasons. “I’m not worried about 
next year right now,’ Rollins said 
after the Phillies were eliminat- 
ed from the NL wild-card race 
on Sunday. “I’m worried about 
getting my garage cleaned” 


lAFEEA With operating a 
prostitution and cocaine ring in 
Monroeville, Pa., former NFL de- 
fensive lineman Bob Buczkowski. 
According to Pennsylvania At- 
torney General Tom Corbett, 
Buczkowski, 41, who retired in 
1991 after stints with the Raiders, 
Cardinals and Browns, alleged- 


ly ran an escort service with his 
girlfriend, Amy Schifano, 29. They 
generated business with ads in 
a local weekly newspaper and 
made nearly $1 million through 
drug sales and prostitution be- 
tween February 2003 and last 
June. Buczkowski was charged 
with conspiracy, possession and 
delivery of a controlled substance, 
and promoting prostitution; 
he was released on his own 
recognizance and faces up to 101 
years in prison. 


\ppeared At the Necro- 
Comicon comic book convention 
in Northridge, Calif., last Satur- 
day, O.J. Simpson. Two days be- 
fore the 10th anniversary of his 
acquittal on double-murder 
charges, Simpson signed auto- 
graphs (starting price: $95) and 
posed for pictures at the horror- 
themed event, which bills itself 
as a celebration of “horror, sleaze, 
cheese and more.’ He was sup- 
posed to be joined by friend and 
former teammate Al Cowlings— 
Simpson’s driver during the in- 
famous low-speed police chase 
that preceded Simpson’s arrest 
in connection with the deaths 
of his wife, Nicole Brown, and 
her friend Ron Goldman—but 
Cowlings was a no-show. 


Ne} EG At Busch Sta- 
dium for the first time since tes- 
tifying at the Congressional 
steroid hearings last March, Mark 


McGwire. The former home run 
king was one of dozens of ex- 
Cardinals who took part in good- 
bye ceremonies at Busch, which 
will close after this season, but 
aside from a brief pregame ap- 
pearance in front of the crowd 
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For the Record 


_ 


last Friday (he received boos and 
cheers), he kept a low profile. 
McGwire, who told Congress that 
he was willing to speak out 
against steroid use, declined to 
discuss the topic with reporters. 
“Tve moved on from it, and I wish 
the media would? said McGwire, 
who added he hoped to get a job 
in baseball someday. “I’ve made 
my statement in Washington. .. . 
That’s the last time I was ever 
going to talk about it?” 


In a closed-door 
team meeting, Marlins third 
baseman Miguel Cabrera (above). 
In a Sept. 28 story Cabrera, 22, 
who had the best season (33 
home runs and 116 RBIs) of his 
three-year career, was asked by 
a Palm Beach Post reporter if 
he needed advice from more ex- 
perienced teammates on how to 


get himself ready to play. (Ca- 
brera was benched on Sept. 26 
because he arrived at the park 
45 minutes before a game, and 
earlier this season he was scold- 
ed for refusing to shag flies be- 
fore games.) “F--- the veterans.” 
Cabrera said. “They haven’t told 
me anything, and they better not 
come tell me anything, either.” 
The remarks infuriated several 
Marlins, one of whom called a 
team meeting that day to con- 
front Cabrera. “Guys got things 
off their chest,’ said centerfield- 
er Juan Pierre. Cabrera, who 
didn’t comment on the meeting, 
went 6 for 15 in the final four 
games of the season. 


Oi By federal agents 
as part of the BALCO inves- 
tigation, the Champaign, 
Ill, laboratory where the 
designer steroid THG is 
believed to have been 
created. According to the 
San Francisco Chronicle, 
IRS agents searched the 
offices of Proviant Technolo- 
gies, a business run by chemist 
Patrick Arnold, who in 2003 was 
identified by BALCO owner Vic- 
tor Conte as the source of the 
steroid known as “the clear.” 
(Conte, who pleaded guilty to 
steroid distribution charges, is 
scheduled to be sentenced next 
month.) Arnold is also believed 
to be the first person in this coun- 
try to have produced andro- 


stenedione, the muscle-building 
steroid precursor that Mark 
McGwire acknowledged using 
when he broke Roger Maris’s 
single-season home run record 
in 1998. 


I For allegedly 
selling cocaine to an undercov- 
er officer, former Redskins run- 
ning back Timmy Smith (below), 
41, As a rookie in 1988 Smith set 
the Super Bowl rushing record 
with 204 yards in Washington’s 
42-10 win over the Broncos, but 
he was out of the league two 
years later. Federal authorities 
say that last Friday, Smith sold 
about 20 ounces of cocaine (val- 
ued at $13,600) to an undercover 

DEA agent in a nightclub 
parking lot in Denver, 
where he settled after re- 
tiring. (His brother 
Chris was also arrest- 
} edon drug charges the 
same day.) Smith had 
+ no record of previous 
drug arrests and had been 
working as a counselor at a 
youth detention center and as 
an instructor at youth football 
camps. Smith faces a maximum 
of 40 years in prison and a 
$2 million fine if convicted. 


At age 60, playwright 
August Wilson, after a battle with 
liver cancer. Over the last two 
decades Wilson, who was nom- 
inated for seven best-play Tony 


Rassled py Josh Her- 


awards, wrote a 10-play cycle ex- 
ploring the African-American ex- 
perience in the 20th century. 
Baseball was the prism in one of 
his most acclaimed works, Fences 
(1987), which tells the story of 
a bitter former Negro leaguer who 
was denied a chance to play 
in the major leagues. Wilson 
won a Pulitzer Prize and a 
Tony for Fences. 
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L Troy Aikman 


SI: You're eligible for the Pro Football Hall of Fame next year. Will you be disappoint- 
ed if you don’t make it on the first ballot? 


); Disappointedis a bad word. I've always maintained that no one should ex- 
pect to get into the Hall of Fame, and | don’t expect to. If it happens, I'll be thrilled 
and honored. If it doesn’t, | won’t be upset. 


SI: If you were starting a franchise, which active quarterback would you build around? 


Aikman: | think the best quarterback in the NFL is Peyton Manning. But it would be 
hard to go against Tom Brady. He understands that it really is about winning. He 
seems to get that better than anybody else. 


SI: What about all time? 
<man: | think Joe Montana is the greatest who has ever played. 


SI: What was a bigger challenge: beating the great Packers defenses of the 1990s or 
getting airtime away from your old partner Cris Collinsworth? 


Aikman: They were equally difficult [laughs]. 


SI: You and Roger Staubach are part owners in Hall of Fame Racing, which is aim- 
ing to race a car in the Nextel Cup next year. What's your role with the team? 


»: Roger and | both recognize that we're not knowledgeable enough on the 
racing side to influence that. What we hope to do is attract good people and provide 
a benefit to our sponsor, Texas Instruments. 


_ SI: You wore number 8 for Dallas. Do you and Staubach have enough money to pry 
a the rights to number 8 away from Dale Earnhardt Inc.? 


Aikman: | don’t think Bill Gates has enough money to pry away that number. 
: In 1993 you sang a song called Oklahoma Nights that was released 


on the compilation CD Everybody Wants to Be a Cowboy. If the disc ap- 
peared on eBay, how much should | bid for it? 


nan: Nobody should bid on that or be forced to listen to it. 
SI: Would you have liked to have played for Bill Parcells? 


_ Aikman: If Parcells had come to Dallas before my career was over, | think 
_ my career would have been extended three or four years. 
The misconception is that | retired because of [concussion]. | retired 
primarily because of frustration. Our organization was in disarray 
and had lost focus. | didn’t see that turning around. If Parcells had 
come in, there would have been direction—like there was when 
| Jimmy Johnson was there—and | think | would have enjoyed playing longer. 
—Richard Deitsch 
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The 
Beat 


DRIVING CARS? No problem. 
“But it takes a while to get 
used to driving nails,” says 
Jeff Gordon. “Once you get your 
throw down, though, it becomes 
a lot of fun?’ Enough fun that the 
four-time NASCAR champ gota 
handful of blisters last week 
when he joined celebs 
_¥ such as Diddy, Steve 
~ Sy Carell, Jerome Bettis 
and Rudy Giuliani 
to build 45 hous- 
es for a Habitat 
for Humanity 
project in New 
York City’s Rocke- 
feller Center. The 
homes were built 
in sections that 
were then loaded 
onto flatbed 
trucks and driv- 
en to hurricane- 
damaged neighborhoods on the 
Gulf Coast. Gordon’s girlfriend, 
model Ingrid Vandebosch (above, 
with Gordon), was so handy 
with a hammer that the con- 
struction workers on hand called 
her “Ringer.” 


The Bad News Bears set the bar 
for misbehaving baseballers, but 
John Albert has seen worse. The 
former drummer for the band 
Bad Religion recently released 
Wrecking Crew: The Really Bad 
News Griffith Park Pirates, a book 
that chronicles the misadventures 
of his ragtag rec league baseball 
team. Albert, who played right- 
field, says his teammates were “a 


bunch of people—rockers, Holly- 
wood hopefuls, nobodies—at the 
end of their ropes for various rea- 
sons. Forming a baseball team 
pulled everyone together.” The 
book is being adapted for a movie, 
but the author is somewhat wary. 
“T wouldn’t be unhappy if the stu- 
dio got someone like Sean Penn 
to play me; Albert says, “but it 
will more likely be Bob Saget.” 


' Ben Roethlisberger, you've just 
lost to the Patriots, what are you 
going to do now? “I’m going to 
homecoming!” The Steelers’ quar- 
terback spent his bye weekend 
watching his alma mater Find- 
lay (Ohio) High, win its home- 
coming game last Friday night. 
On Saturday he played chaper- 
one for his sister, Carlee, and her 
date to the homecoming dance. 


SIGN OF THE 


First baseman Eduardo Perez missed the 
Devil Rays’ final game because he hurt his 
knee while posing for the team picture. 


26 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Big Ben said he had two things on 
his mind: “Test the punch and 
make sure it’s not spiked” and 
“make sure [Carlee’s date] doesn’t 
try anything crazy.” 


Last Thursday several college 
basketball coaches, including 
Rick Pitino and John Calipari, 
roasted former Cincinnati coach 
Bob Huggins at U.S. Bank Arena 
to raise money for the Salvation 
Army and a local community 
center. “There’s so much you 
can do with Bobby,’ said Cali- 
pari. “It really becomes a mat- 
ter of ‘How much time will they 
give me?” ... When Song re- 
named one of its Boeing 757s at 
Logan Airport “Big Papi” in his 
honor last week, Red Sox DH 
David Ortiz thought he was get- 
ting an aeronautic version of 
MTV’s Pimp My Ride. “Dude, 
you're not gonna believe it; they 
put TVs on it!” he told SI. Turns 
out that TVs are standard equip- 
ment. “I thought they did it for 
me,” he laughed. “Now I can 
watch what’s happening in 
sports [while I fly]. 


They 
Said It 


GUY MORRISS, 
BAYLOR FOOTBALL 
COACH, ON 
TIGHT GAMES: 
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SUPER BOWL! SUPER BOWL II SUPER BOWL III SUPER BOWL IV SUPER BOWL V 
PACKERS 35, CHIEFS 10 PACKERS 33, RAIDERS 14 JETS 16, COLTS 7 CHIEFS 23, VIKINGS 7 COLTS 16, COWBOYS 13 


SUPER BOWL VI SUPER BOWL VII SUPER BOWL VIII SUPER BOWL IX SUPER BOWL X 
COWBOYS 24,DOLPHINS3 DOLPHINS 14, REDSKINS 7 DOLPHINS 24, VIKINGS 7 STEELERS 16, VIKINGS 6 STEELERS 21, COWBOYS 17 


es 


SUPER BOWL XI SUPER BOWL Xil SUPER BOWL XIll SUPER BOWL XIV SUPER BOWL XV 
RAIDERS 32, VIKINGS 14 COWBOYS 27,BRONCOS10 STEELERS 35, COWBOYS 31 STEELERS 31, RAMS 19 RAIDERS 27, EAGLES 10 


CHUNEY 


STC, 
—, 


z 
SUPER BOWL XVI SUPER BOWL XVII SUPER BOWL XVIII SUPER BOWL XIX SUPER BOWL XX 
49ERS 26,BENGALS 21 REDSKINS 27, DOLPHINS 17 RAIDERS 38,REDSKINS9 © 49ERS 38, DOLPHINS 16 BEARS 46, PATRIOTS 10 
SUPER BOWL XX SUPER BOWL XXII SUPER BOWL XXIII SUPER BOWL XXIV SUPER BOWL XXV 
GIANTS 39, BRONCOS 20 —- REDSKINS 42,BRONCOS 10 —-49ERS 20, BENGALS 16 49ERS 55, BRONCOS 10 GIANTS 20, BILLS 19 
CHUNKY 
Gait, 
- 
SUPER BOWL XXVI SUPER BOWL XXVII SUPER BOWL XXVIII SUPER BOWL XXIX SUPER BOWL XXX 
REDSKINS 37, BILLS 24 COWBOYS 52, BILLS 17 COWBOYS 30, BILLS 13 49ERS 49, CHARGERS 26 COWBOYS 27, STEELERS 17 
SUPER BOWL XXXI SUPER BOWL XXXII SUPER BOWL XXxXIII SUPER BOWL XXXIV SUPER BOWL XXXV 
PACKERS 35, PATRIOTS 21. BRONCOS 31, PACKERS 24 BRONCOS 34, FALCONS 19 RAMS 23, TITANS 16 RAVENS 34, GIANTS 7 
SUPER BOWL XXXVI SUPER BOWL XXXVII SUPER BOWL XXXVIII SUPER BOWL XXXIX SUPER BOWL XL 
PATRIOTS 20, RAMS 17 BUCS 48, RAIDERS 21 — PATRIOTS 32, PANTHERS 29 _—~PATRIOTS 24, EAGLES 21 


XL VARIETIES FOR XL APPETITES 


Beef, chicken, turkey or seafood—whatever your allegiance, we’ve got a bowl for every fan. What’s your favorite? 


c7 ez 


*SURER Home * 


40TH ANNIVERSARY IT FILLS YOU UP RIGHT.” 


Week Ahead 


<= 


The 
Yanks have already ma * 
booked a spot in 
Germany, so their ®& fi 
penultimate qualifi- 
er will be a chance for 
bubble players—such as 
midfielder Santino Qua- 
ranta (right)—to impress coach 
Bruce Arena. ESPN2 [0 p.m. 


Last season the Volun- 
teers won in Athens behind a big 
performance from freshman 
quarterback Erik Ainge. The 
Dawgs shouldn't have to worry 
about Ainge this year, though. Se- 
nior Rick Clausen, who relieved 
Ainge two weeks ago against LSU 
and led the Vols to an overtime 
win over the Tigers, has taken 
over under center. CBS 3:30 p.m. 


Hey, Michael Vick, 
remember Bill Belichick? The 
last time Vick (right) faced the 
Patriots’ coach was in 2001, 


when as a 2l-year-old e 


rookie Vick threw for j & always had the last word: 


Presented by 
Milwaukee's Best Light 


= 
wy | 


.\) points lead on Sunday with a 
“= 3lst-place finish, looks to re- 


only 56 yards and was sacked 
three times. Nonetheless, Vick 
earned Belichick’s re- 
spect in the 24-10 loss, 
“If he breaks out, it's like a punt 
return,” said Belichick. “He's 

\ gone.” CBS! p.m. 


t 


Jimmie Johnson, who lost the 


gain it at the site of one of his 
biggest disasters. Last year John- 
son crashed twice on his way to 
a 32nd-place finish, which effec- 
tively ended his chase for the 
Cup. NBC 2 p.m. 


TUESDAY 1{10/tt 
Two 
great stars, two very different 
personalities. John Taylor’s book 
details the intense competition 
between two of the great- 
est centers of all time: 
; Bill Russell and Wilt 
, yy Chamberlain. The 
flamboyant Stilt put 
up the more impres- 
sive individual num- Kentucky fans 
bers, but it was the might want to close 
reserved Russell who their eyes while Chris- 
tian Laettner gleefully 


Boston's Il championships in 
13 seasons is a record unlike- 
ly to be broken. 


pore DESDAY, OCTOBER lI" Sem er 


recounts his turnaround jumper 
to beat the Wildcats in the 1992 
Final Four (below). That's just one 
of the great moments touched 


on in this three-hour 
DVD that is narrated 
by Charlie Rose and 
features interviews 
with Blue Devils leg- 
ends Grant Hill and 
Dick Groat. 
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~ROLKING OUT AT“ 


NEVER, EVER 
ET THE JOB FINISH YOU. 


TUNDRA | MOVING FORWARD > 
When you've got a serious workload, youl needa serious truck. With*6500 Ib. of towing capacity* 
and an improved 271-hp i-FORCE V8-with VVT-i, the Toyota Tundra Double Cab has the muscle to 


get you through, So no matter how tough the job gets, your truck will never say die. toyota.com 


Before towing, confirm your vehicle and trailer are compatible, hooked up properly and you-have any necessary additional equipment. Do not exceed any Weight Ratings and follow all 


instructions and cautions from your trailer hitch manufacturer and Toyota vehicle Owner’s Manual. The maximum amount you can tow depends on the total weight of any cargo, occupants 
and optional equipment. ©2005 Joyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. 
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Faces in the Crowd 


Brian Fugere 


Fugere, 47, a partner at Deloitte Consulting, was the sole com- 
petitor in the Box of Chocolates Marathon, finishing in seven 
hours and 48 minutes. Fugere, who learned in February that he 
has sarcoma, walked 144 laps around the Kaiser Walnut Creek 
Hospital’s cancer ward to raise $25,000 for sarcoma research. 


Kathleen Hughes 


Hughes, 47, who is scheduled to compete in her ninth straight 
Ironman World Championships in Kona, Hawaii, next week, has 
raised more than $150,000 for the Arthritis Foundation since 1999. 
She received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the founda- 
tion for her fund-raising and for her dedication to their goals. 


Matt Tannenbaum 


Matt, a senior third baseman at Georgetown Day School, found- 
ed Joined at the Hip, which gives young athletes who have suf- 
fered a traumatic injury easy Web access to organizations that can 
help them with their recovery. Matt was inspired to create the or- 
ganization after his own surgery following a hip dislocation. 


om Bruce Belin 
eee gs 


Beling, 50, a computer drafting teacher and golf coach at Jef- 
ferson High, contributed $32,000 to build Field of Grace, the 


== first field the J-Hawks softball team has ever had. He used most 
~ i of an inheritance left to him by his aunt, Grace Beling, who had 
been a teacher at Jefferson, to create the field in her honor. 


@ To submit a candidate for Faces in the Crowd, go to 
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of the ¥ 


GIVING BACK IS 
EVERYBODY'S JOB. 


G)TOYOTA moving forward > 


Toyota proudly recognizes those 
who give as much to their commu- 
nities as they give to their sport. 
That's why we support the Sports 
Illustrated Sportsman of the Year 
Award Celebration. Because giving 
back is the most important part of 


moving forward. 
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First Person 


Mark 
Buehrle 


WHITE SOX PITCHER 


On being the fastest-working starter 
in the major leagues 

I don’t know why I do it. I’ve never had any- 
one tell me that the quicker you work, the 
better off you'll be. My teammates like it be- 
cause it keeps them on their toes. As soon 
as I’m handed the ball, they know it could 
be in play a second later. 


On fan reaction to his quick games 
You hear some of the drinkers get aggra- 
vated. Like, ‘Hey, man, we only had two 
beers, and then the game was over: Or you 
hear it from the beer vendors, ‘Hey, we didn’t 
get to make any money today because the 
game was so quick? But I think most fans 
enjoy a quick game. 


On patience off the field 

I’m pretty patient since I’m big into hunt- 
ing. Sometimes you don’t see a deer for three 
or four hours while you're out there. You’re 
just sitting in the woods. I have 1,200 acres 
in northeastern Missouri where I hunt. >>> 
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You'LL NEVER BE STRONGER THAN YOU ARE TODAY TO STOP 
Talk to your doctor now about prescription treatment. Patients in clinica 
of reducing the Hep C virus to undetectable levels. Response to treatm 


So fog on or call, then talk to your doctor to find out if treatment is right fe 


HepCSource.com - 866-HepCSource ‘ bs 
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>>MARK BUEHRLE 


On meeting fiancée Jamie Streck 
I met her two years ago at the gym in 
my hometown, St. Charles, Missouri. 
We went to the same high school, but 
she was a senior when I was a fresh- 
man. And I was small back then, so I 
was stuffed into lockers, and she didn’t 
know who I was. 


On proposing last off-season 

I did it in a tree stand when we were 
hunting. She was with me when I 
bought the ring, so she already knew 
it was coming. I still wanted to some- 
what surprise her. She was in her cam- 
ouflage. It was kind of a joke, but it 
was pretty perfect. 


On getting cut his first two years 
in high school 

I was so small, I wasn’t even going to 
go back out for my junior year. But 
my mom and dad sat me down and 
said, ‘We didn’t raise a quitter—you’re 
going back out, I made it, and then 
everything happened from there. Now 
if the freshman and jayvee coaches 
want to cut someone, they have to go 
through the varsity coach. It’s called 
the Buehrle Rule. 


On being the White Sox’ represen- 
tative for the players’ association 
It’s like being in class. You have to pay 
attention and take notes, and then you 
have to come back and tell everyone 
what the meeting was about, and I’m 
not good at that. I told them straight 
out that I would be the worst player 
rep that there ever was, but no one else 
wanted to do it. 


On his home-state Cardinals 
I still root for them. Last year I went 
to see them play in the first round of 
the playoffs and the World Series. I 
grew up watching them. If I sign a life- 
time deal with the White Sox, I’ll be 
happy. But if the White Sox ever de- 
cide that they don’t want me, and the 
Cardinals do, I would love to go home 
and play for them. 

—As told to Lisa Altobelli 


BUEHRLE, 26, WENT I6-8 AND 
STARTED 17 GAMES THAT LASTED 
LESS THAN 2:30. HE PITCHES THIS 
WEEK VS. BOSTON IN THE ALDS. 


WHO'S 
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SI Players 
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Buccaneers 
Smile for the cameras, fellas. After 
a replay overturned a potential 
game-winning Lions TD, the Bucs 
moved to 4-0 for just the third time 
in their 30-year history. Next week 
they've got the woeful I-3 Jets. 


49ers 
Muy mal, muchachos. That opening- ; 
day win over St. Louis seemed aeons 
ago as the Niners sputtered to their 
third straight loss on Sunday 
night—this time in Mexico to pre- ‘ 
viously winless Arizona. 


> 
University of Miami’s Tyrone Moss ripped off 
his second three-TD game in three weeks; 
Santana Moss keeps snagging ’em for the 
3-0 Redskins (team-high 15 catches), and 
there’s no stopping Raider Randy, who is av- 
eraging II7 receiving yards a 

game and won this week's 

SI PLayers poll (below). 


Donovan McNabb 

How do you shake off a squan- 

dered Super Bowl and an O-I 

start? Let McNabb wing it. SI's Sept. 26 cover 
boy was undaunted by scrutiny, injury (he 
has a sports hernia) and deficit (he trailed 
24-6 on Sunday) in a 37-3! win over the 
Chiefs that moved Philly to 3-1. McNabb’s 
1,333 passing yards is an NFL high. 


Milwaukee Brewers 
O.K., they're not playoff-bound, 
but at 81-81, the young Brew 
Crew had its first nonlosing sea- t i 
sonin|3 years. Milwaukee won | 
eight of its last 13, including its 
Sept. 29 home finale, to which 
every fan was let in free. 


<< Randy Moss 


om . | Raiders WR 
Terrell Owens 
s Eagles WR 


For an expandec 


QBs to get more than one vote. 


on of the poll 
FAST FACTS Broncos CB Champ Bailey also got 6% 
was the top vote-getter among QBs, and he and the Vikings’ Daunte Culpepper (1%) were the only 
.. DE Jevon Kearse (3%) and RB Brian Westbrook (2%) gave the 
Eagles four players in the top IO. . . . Twenty-one players got multiple votes, but none was a Patriot. 


Coaching New Schools 
Some college transfers aren't working out too 
well. Steve Spurrier’s South Carolina Game- 
cocks fell to 2-3 (blown out 48-7 by Auburn); 
Ty Willingham has Washington at I-4, the 
same record as Dave Wannstedt-led Pitts- 
burgh; and even Florida’s Urban Meyer got his 
first whacking of the season, at the 
hands of Alabama (page 42). 


Kwame Brown 

How does an NBA center get no- 
ticed amidst fall football and baseball 
pennant chases? By explaining why he fa- 
mously skipped a Wizards practice in the play- 
offs: He was irked by teammate Gilbert Arenas. 
If he'd come to practice, says Brown, now a 
Laker, “I would have slapped the &*%S out of 
him.” Oh. In that case, Kwame, all is forgiven. 


Buck Showalter 
News flash: Every game counts... 
even if you're a Ranger. With Texas 
ahead 4-| in the third inning of the season 
finale, the manager sat down stars Hank 
Blalock, Mark Teixeira and Michael Young, 
serving up a 7-4 win for the Angels that 
clinched them home field in the ALDS. 


SSS ee ee eee 
v= Who, other than Michael Vick, is the { 
most athletic player in the NFL? 


[ Based on a survey of 357 NFL players } 


32% 


Julius Peppers . 
Panthers DE 


LaDainian Tomlinson ...6% 
Chargers RB 


o Sl.com/players. 


.. The Eagles’ Donovan McNabb (5%) 
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THE QUESTIONS 


WITH 


London 
y Fletcher 


Bills Linebacker 


What was your welcome-to- 
the-NFL moment? My first pre- 
season game, with the Rams in 1998. 
We played the Broncos at home, and 
the crowd was into it. | was on the kick- 
off coverage team, and when | sprint- 
ed downfield, there was a huge adren- 
aline rush. | couldn't believe the speed 
of the game. I ran into the wedge and 
knocked down [the ballcarrier]. | found 
out later I'd been on the JumboTron. 


What is your favorite off-day 
activity? Basketball. | play pickup 
games at rec centers. Guys raise their 
intensity if they know what | do for a 
living... but | went to college on a bas- 
ketball scholarship. | can hold my own. 


Most treasured possession? You 
have to be careful about treasuring 
things, but... my Bible. Itwas given to 
me in 2000, but | didn’t start reading 
it until a few years later. It tells me how 
to live. | can’t survive without it. 


If lwere commissioner for a day 
I'd ... take away all the rules that 
protect the quarterback. 


LAST WEEK 


Fletcher, 30, the NFL's top tackler since 
2000, had nine in a loss to the Saints. 


THIS WEEK 
Bills host the Dolphins. In two wins over 
Miami last year Fletcher, 5’ 10”, 245, 
had 2 tackles and forced a fumble. 


®BUDDY SYSTEMS 


My Best Friend 


.-- In Another Sport 


JOHNSON WAS three years ahead of Giles at Granite Hills 
High in El Cajon, Calif. “He was so good at ball. You al- 
ways heard his name [on] the morning P.A. broadcasts; 
says the driver. The friends, who once hung out between 
classes, see each other rarely—“Thank God for text mes- 
saging;’ says Giles—but meet for big occasions. On Sept. 10 
Johnson sent his helicopter to get Giles in Washington, 
JOHNSON D.C., and take him to the NASCAR race in Richmond. The 
NASCAR next day they celebrated Johnson’s 30th birthday. Says 
DRIVER Johnson, “Ask Marcus if he’s healed yet from my party.” 


JIMMIE MARCUS 


GILES 
BRAVES 
SECOND BASEMAN 


Gatti of Earnhardt Jr., whom he met in 2003. Last year 
Earnhardt walked Gatti into the ring for a WBC title bout; 
later he sparred with Gatti in the 16-by-16-foot boxing 
ring in the garage at Junior’s home. “He showed me how 
to turn and stuff without moving my feet. ... When he 
was done, I was throwing three punches faster than I’'d 


DALE thrown one,’ says Earnhardt, who plans to have Gatti’s ARTURO 
EARNHARDT JR. 1974 Stingray restored. Says Gatti, “I want him to mod- GATTI 
NASCAR DRIVER ify it so that after boxing, I can be a race car driver too.” BOXER 


THEY MET last February at a Super Bowl party in Jack- 
sonville and hit it off immediately—three weeks later 
Rodriguez was at Castroneves’s race in Daytona. Both 
men own homes in Miami and have lunch together in 
Coral Gables at the Italian restaurant Carmelo’s. “He's a 
hell of a driver?’ says Rodriguez of the two-time Indy 500 
champ, whom he phones before races to wish luck. Al- > 
though Rodriguez made his 12th All-Star team this year, IVAN 

his skill remains lost on Castroneves. “I watch games,’ RODRIGUEZ 
he says, “but I don’t understand” —Sarah Thurmond TIGERS CATCHER 


CASTRONEVES 
IRL DRIVER 
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Favorite Last time 
How do pale Kate Moss_: Conanor : Worstmovie: breakfast you ate Gold, silver or 
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CADILLAC ee 
WILLIAMS ‘Who?’ Shrek 2 Frosted =: days Gold 
» Buccaneers RB a Flak 2 ago 


“Skinny” Conan Gigli Toast This Silver 


MATT 
MORRIS : 
Cardinals P Crunch — morning 


DELTHA The Blair Cinnamon Last night , 
O'NEAL “Don't Kimmel Witch Toast White 
Bengals CB know” Project Crunch gold 
GARY “Another Anything _ Peanut 

HALL JR. casualtyof Conan with Sly Butter Cap'n 

Olympic Swimmer modeling” Stallone Crunch Today Platinum 
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If you knew 
MassMutual Financial Group 
included OppenheimerFunds, Inc. ... 


And that our companies 
offered a full range of retirement plans, 
disability income insurance, 
college savings plans, annuities, 
long term care insurance, 
and trust services... 


Not to mention more than 20 
different life insurance products... 


Carefully consider a fund’s investment objectives, risks, charges & expenses before investing. Ask your registered representative 
for a prospectus containing this & other fund information. Read it carefully before investing. Securities products and services offered through MML 
Investors Services, Inc., a MassMutual subsidiary, member SIPC and OppenheimerFunds Distributor, Inc., an affiliate of MassMutual. To request a prospectus from OppenheimerFunds 
Distributor, Inc., call 800-525-7048. Insurance and retirement products offered by MassMutual and its affiliates C.M. Life Insurance Company and MML Bay State Life Insurance Company, 
140 Garden Street, Hartford, CT 06154. Trust Services offered through The MassMutual Trust Co., FSB. C: 73008 


Power 
Train 


By Andrew Lawrence 


player’s workday consists 
of intense 45-second shifts. “Some- 
times you get an opportunity in 
the first 10 seconds,’ says Flames 
winger Jarome Iginla, “but it could 
come at the end of your shift. If 
you're tired, you might miss your 
chance?” That’s why the 6' 1", 208- 
pound Iginla, who had 41 goals in 
2003-04, spent much of the NHL's 
14-month hiatus following a work- 
out meant to build speed, explo- 
siveness and endurance. In the two- 
hour program, created by Rich 
Hesketh, Calgary’s strength and 
conditioning 
coach, he works 
at maximum out- 
put in short bursts. 
Here’s a look 
at five key 
exercises. 
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Iginla took in 4,500 
calories a day while . 
training, yet still lost eight 
pounds. He ate small meals 
and never went more than two 
hours without eating. 


D Before 
training, a bowl of raisin bran. 


. After 
training, a protein shake 
(half cup blueberries, 
banana, half cup of 1% milk, 
50 grams of protein powder, 
spoonful of peanut butter). 


° Two buffalo burgers 
on a bun; lettuce, tomato. 
Why? “They're leaner than 
hamburgers,” Iginla says. 


. Protein bar (30 
grams) and fruit. Over the 
course of a day Iginla ate 
2% pounds of fruit. “In 
Kelowna [B.C., where he 
lives] cherries were 
everywhere. .. . That's where 
| got most of my carbs.” 


° Baked halibut, 
white rice and green beans. 
“After dinner I'd probably 
have another protein bar.” 


. Protein 
powder (30 grams) mixed 
with water. 


SPEED LADDER 
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BALL DROP 
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TUCK JUMP 
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HANGIN’ WI 


T.J. PATRICK MIGHT BE AN EX-SNOWMOBILE RACER, but his daughter 
Danica prefers the heat. She started keeping fit a few years ago with Bikram 
yoga to tone her 5’1”, 100-pound body for racing's demands. “It’s like 105 
[degrees] in the room, and you do it for an hour and a half,” says Danica, who 
in May became the first woman to lead the Indianapolis 500 before finishing 
fourth. Safe to say Mario Andretti never tried this regimen. These days she 
favors 5:30 a.m. runs, trying to outpace the desert sun in Scottsdale, Ariz., 
where she lives with her fiancé, physical therapist Paul Hospenthal. The two 
met in 2002 when Hospenthal treated Patrick for a hip injury suffered—how 
else?—while practicing yoga. They'll marry next month, capping a breakout 
year for the 23-year-old IRL rookie. 


DOWN TIME Your time must be limited. How do you escape 
publicity demands? Really, it's coming home. We spend a lot of time 
just the two of us. We watch TV, take little weekend trips, read books 
and magazines—more magazines for me. Paul’s the book guy. What 

do you read? Everything having to do with fitness and gossip and 
sports. That covers the spectrum, right? Just about. What’s your 
favorite gossip story? I’m anxious to see how this whole TomKat 
thing goes. That’s pretty interesting. TomKat? Tom Cruise and Katie 
Holmes! See, you’ve gotta be in the gossip. Ohhh. Didn’t know the 
shorthand for it. (Laughing) That's O.K. That’s what | was asked when 

| went to the Herbie premiere. “What do you think of TomKat?” Let's 
see, what else? There was a rumor for a while that Britney Spears was 


going to have her baby in Scottsdale. (Spears gave birth Sept. 14 in Santa 
. Monica, Calif.) Can you imagine doing a reality show like Britney? | never 
ge Ss ¢ g say never, but | don’t think | could ever do that. You are completely throwing 


a ¥e, your privacy out the window. | know what it’s like to have a mike in your face. 
wen x a All the little funny things you want to say, you can’t. (Laughs) You have to 
algo Sx watch your tongue. So | don’t think | would be very good at a reality show. 
. ee 
; . MORE COWBELL Word is you love comedies. Any favorites? 


The old Adam Sandler movies were great. Billy Madison, Happy 
Gilmore. The Wedding Singer—| laugh for the first 10 minutes every 
time | see it. It’s nonstop, isn’t it? It’s just so funny. And now Will 

Ferrell. The most common thing in the DVD player is the best of Will 
Ferrell and Saturday Night Live. What’s your favorite sketch of 
his? The Devil’s great. And the Blue Oyster Cult? The cowbell? That's 


really good. Everybody needs a little 
more cowbell in their lives. Speaking 
of—you were once an aspiring 
musician, right? | played the flute for 
three years. | probably wouldn’t have 
played after sixth grade, but my mom 
bought it instead of renting it the whole 
ba time. Then you’re obligated. Yeah, so | had 

~y, | to participate in band the rest of my grade- 
2d school life. It was fun, though. | could play La 

Bamba, the first couple of lines, for a long time. 

Is there much flute in your collection now? 
= i (Laughs) I'd have to say I’m a little low on the 
: i flute. Like | said, we just need more cowbell. 


WITH ALEC MORRISON PHOTOS BY AJ. MAST/ICON SMI/CORBIS (TOP); SIMON BRUTY (9) © 2005 TIME INC. 
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OFF AND RUNNING Alabama wideout 
Keith Brown scored on a 65-yard reception in 
the second quarter, and the rout was on. 


Photographs by Bob Rosato 
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ALABAMA 


VERYBODY IN Alabama wants a piece of Brodie Croyle. Such is life when you're the quarter- 
back of the Crimson Tide and your team is 5-0 for the first time in nine years and you wear num- 
ber 12—the same number worn by the likes of Namath and Stabler. Suddenly, everyone you see 
is offering congratulations and compliments, then asking for just a moment of your time. When hun- 
dreds of autograph seekers pressed against the chain-link fence behind the Alabama bench last 
Saturday in the waning minutes of the Tide’s 31-3 pasting of No. 5 Florida, they had arrayed be- 
fore them some of the team’s biggest stars: linebacker DeMeco Ryans, safety Charlie Peprah, running back Kenneth 
Darby. But the throng had eyes for only the Ringo Starr look-alike with the mop-top ‘do, beseeching him with cries of 
“Bro-deee!” § The Beatlemania-like reaction to Croyle started in July, when rumors of his death spread like wildfire across 


Alabama fan sites on the Internet. At the 
time, Croyle and his father, John, were on a 
hunting trip in Argentina, and stories cir- 
culated that both had died there, one ver- 
sion claiming that they had perished in a 
car wreck, another that they had been killed 
after being kidnapped. (It would have been 
much ado about nothing, but then a few re- 
porters called Brodie’s mother, Tee, who was 
understandably shaken.) To avoid the crush 
of fans after home games, Tee and John now 
wait for him at a private location inside the 
stadium. Rarely, though, do they make it to 
their car without their son being spotted. 
“We just try to be as nice as we can,” 
says John, “and keep moving.” 

By the time he left Bryant-Denny 
Stadium with his family on Saturday, 
long after the last delirious echoes of 
Rammer Jammer Yellow Hammer had 
faded, Brodie had served notice that 
he is among the best quarterbacks in 
the country. In the biggest game at 
Alabama in nearly a decade, the 6' 3", 
205-pound senior made seemingly 
every throw in the book—from the 
shovel pass to the bomb to the frozen 
rope—and he did so with remarkable 
accuracy. Florida entered the game 
with the nation’s 12th-ranked pass de- 
fense, but Croyle spent the afternoon 
poking holes in it, completing 14 of 17 
throws for 283 yards and three touch- 
downs. “He has as good an arm as 
anybody I’ve ever been around,’ said 
Crimson Tide offensive coordinator 
Dave Rader, a veteran of 20 college 
coaching seasons. Added Florida 
coach Urban Meyer, “He’s an NFL 
quarterback, and he played like it.” 

Who would’ve expected Croyle to 
outduel the Gators’ Chris Leak, the 
top quarterback in the SEC and a 
Heisman Trophy candidate? Leak 
came to Tuscaloosa having complet- 
ed 71.1% of his passes this season, and 
without an interception in 114 at- 


tempts. On Saturday, Alabama’s aggressive 
front seven sacked him four times and hur- 
ried him on eight other plays. Defensive 
end Mark Anderson leveled Leak the first 
time he dropped back, then harried him 
into an interception on his fourth attempt, 
tipping the ball in the direction of fellow 
end Chris Harris, who returned it 14 yards 
to the Florida two. The normally unflap- 
pable Leak suddenly seemed extremely 
flapped, barking at teammates and coach- 
es alike. In the first quarter he completed 
just 1 of 7 passes for one yard, and the Tide 
had a 17-0 lead. “He never knew where we 


were coming from,” Ryans said afterward. 

If the game marked the arrival of Croyle 
on the national stage, it also helped Al- 
abama reclaim its status as a college foot- 
ball powerhouse. The Crimson Tide 
jumped to No. 7 in the country—its highest 
in-season ranking since it was fifth late in 
1999—and beat a top 10 team for the first 
time in six years. “This is all we talked 
about all week?’ Croyle said. “We made his- 
tory. This had never been done in Bryant- 
Denny, beating a top five team.” 

After going 10-15 over the past two sea- 
sons while dealing with coaching turmoil 
and the loss of 21 scholarships due to 
NCAA infractions, ’Bama is in the 
driver’s seat in the SEC West. The Tide 
plays both eighth-ranked Tennessee 
and No. 11 LSU in Tuscaloosa. There 
is a very real possibility that the annu- 
al grudge match with Auburn, set for 
Nov. 19 at Auburn, will determine who 
plays in the SEC championship game 
two weeks later in Atlanta. 


WHAT MAKES this Alabama team 
so much fun to watch is that coach 
Mike Shula finally has an offense to go 
with his magnificent defense, which 
ranks sixth in the country after finish- 
ing second last season. The difference 
between this year’s Tide and last year’s 
6-6 team has been Croyle, who missed 
all but the first three games of 2004 
with a torn ACL in his right knee. He 
was completing 66.7% of his passes 
when he went down in the first series 
of the second half against Western Car- 
olina, a game that Alabama was lead- 
ing 31-0. “I knew right away when it 
happened,’ Croyle recalls. “With every- 
thing I’d been through at Alabama, it 
was like, When’s it going to end?” 


DAY TO REMEMBER Croyle became 
Alabama’s leader in career TD passes, 
erasing a mark shared by his coach. 


ING THE 
rere ON 
™ — sacked Le 
_ and forced a fumble 
‘On Florida's first play _ 
fom scrimmage. 


What makes this Alabama team so much ae to watch is 


that Shula (right) I 


Without him, the offense foundered. 
Backup Spencer Pennington—who left the 
team after the season to concentrate on 
baseball—was an inconsistent passer, which 
forced Shula to rely excessively on the run- 
ning game. The all-too-predictable attack 
finished 94th in the country in total offense. 

This season Alabama leads the SEC in 
pass efficiency and ranks fifth in total of- 
fense (402.4 yards per game). On Saturday, 
Croyle connected with six receivers, at 
points all over the field. “Everything starts 
with the quarterback,’ says Rader, “and hav- 
ing Brodie allows us to do a lot of things.” 

That Croyle would play football at Al- 
abama seems to have been preordained. He 


his magnificent dapae sich: ane sixth inthe country. 


grew up about two hours northeast of 
Tuscaloosa, just outside Gadsden, where 
Tee and John run Big Oak Ranch, which 
provides housing for abused children. 
“That’s where he learned to deal with peo- 
ple? says John, a standout defensive end 
on Alabama’s 1973 national championship 
team who put Brodie to work in the ranch’s 
stables when he was 11. His sister, Reagan, 
played basketball for the Tide and was elect- 
ed homecoming queen in 2000. (She’s mar- 
ried to former Alabama quarterback John 
David Phillips.) Brodie set nine state pass- 
ing records at Westbrook Christian School 
and was ranked as one of the top high 
school quarterbacks in the nation when he 


- to go with 


became the first player to commit to the 
Tide after Dennis Franchione took over as 
coach in December 2000. “[Franchione] 
had his press conference that morning,” 
John says of the day the coach was hired, 
“and he was at our house that night.” 
Franchione, as it turned out, had no in- 
tention of starting Brodie right away. As a 
redshirt freshman in 2002 Croyle backed 
up Tyler Watts, though he was pressed into 
starting duty in two games, including a 
30-12 win over Arkansas in which he threw 
for a pair of scores. Alabama finished the 
season 10-3, then watched as Franchione 
abruptly departed for Texas A&M. Many 
players, including Croyle, felt betrayed. 
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Young Lions 


Led by its three sensational freshmen and coming off its first 
win over a ranked opponent since 2002, Penn State eagerly 
awaits an even bigger test—a date this Saturday with Ohio State 


ENN STATE returned to the Top 25 this week for the first time since Janu- 
ary 2003, and if you want to know why, just think of the children, The 5-0 Nit- 
tany Lions use three true freshman receivers, who have already reconditioned 
fans in Happy Valley to cheer—instead of cringe—when the offense takes the field. 

The flashiest of the trio is Derrick Williams. Ranked by many experts as the country’s 
top offensive recruit, he has been a versatile weapon in coach Joe Paterno’s attack, re- 
turning kicks and lining up in the backfield as well as split wide. The 6-foot, [95-pound 
Williams ran for two touchdowns in last Saturday’s 44-14 victory over Minnesota, one ona 
reverse and the other on an option pitch. The week before, in a 34-29 victory over North- 
western, he caught the game-winning 36-yard pass with 5! seconds left. He has also hada 
56-yard kickoff return. 

Justin King is another freshman speedster who pops up everywhere on the field. He 
has grabbed two touchdown passes, unspooled a 6I-yard run and played part time at 
cornerback. Also contributing is Jordan Norwood, who against Northwestern became 
senior quarterback Mi- 
chael Robinson's go-to 
receiver, with five catch- 
es for 83 yards. Those 
three—along with Deon 
Butler, who as a redshirt 
freshman is the gray- 
beard of the group—are 
the main reason that 
Penn State’s offense is 
20th in Division I-A after 
finishing 104th last year. 

Even Robinson, who 
has induced his share of 
cringes the past couple 
of years as Zach Mills’s 
understudy, has stepped 
up his play to keep pace with the youngsters. He led a fourth-quarter comeback against 
Northwestern that included a fourth-and-I5 conversion, and against Minnesota he threw 
for 175 yards and ran for 112 more. The Nittany Lions’ already-stout defense—which ranked 
{Oth in the nation last year—has done its part too. The D ranks 27th this fall (808.6 yards 
per game), and on Saturday it limited Golden Gophers running back Laurence Maroney, 
touted as a Heisman candidate, to 48 yards on |6 carries. 

Penn State went 3-13 in the Big Ten over the last two seasons, but the victory over No. |8 
Minnesota—its first against a ranked opponent since 2002—showed that Paterno’s team will 
no longer serve as conference doormat. Still, the I6th-ranked Nittany Lions, who opened 
the season with home games against South Florida, Cincinnati and Central Michigan, are 
about to find the road they’re traveling considerably steeper. They play No. 6 Ohio State at 
home this week, then travel to Michigan. Also looming are Purdue, Wisconsin and Michigan 
State. Paterno sounded a note of caution after Saturday's win. “The young kids worry me,” 
he said, “because | have never worked freshmen as hard as | have worked these kids.” 

But in a season when freshmen throughout the country are making their mark (page 76), 
maybe kids aren't what they used to be. The four Penn State receivers roomed together 
this summer and expected they would improve the offense right away. “We would talk about 
what it was going to be like this year, being out on the field and making plays together,” says 
Norwood. They chipped in for a PlayStation college football game and spent nights insert- 
ing themselves in the starting lineup and watching themselves take on the rest of the Big Ten. 
So far, at least, they've made the transition to actual games look like child’s play. —Bill Syken 


FLEXIBLE FLIERS To get more touches, rookie wideouts 
Williams (2) and King also line up in the backfield. 
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Mike Price, Franchione’s successor, spent 
the spring of 2003 installing his single-back, 
four-receiver set. But he was fired that May, 
and Shula—a former Alabama signal-caller 
who was then the Miami Dolphins’ quar- 
terbacks coach—was hired a few days later. 
Forbidden under NCAA rules from having 
meetings or practices with their players 
until the beginning of fall drills, Shula and 
Rader made tapes of their scheme for 
Croyle and the rest of the offense to watch 
in their free time. Because Shula and Rader 
were able to install only a fraction of their 
pro-style attack, Croyle didn’t have a full 
range of audibles to call at the line. Despite 
showing flashes, the team stumbled to a 
4-9 record. “Brodie went through three of- 
fenses in four months,’ says John. “Playing 
that first year, it was like the whole team 
had one hand tied behind its back.” 


WITH CROYLE healthy again and in 
command of the offense, there is a buzz 
around Alabama football that has been 
missing for much of the last decade. After 
winning 12 national championships and 20 
SEC titles from 1925 to 1992, the Tide has 
won only one conference crown in the last 
13 years. As big as the win over Florida was, 
the celebration was tempered by a season- 
ending injury to wideout Tyrone Prothro, 
who had five catches for 134 yards and two 
touchdowns against the Gators before 
breaking his left leg in the fourth quarter. 
So nobody in Tuscaloosa is taking any- 
thing for granted. When Saturday’s game 
was over, Croyle and his teammates ran 
across the field to celebrate in front of the 
student section. While that’s a fairly com- 
mon sight in college football these days, one 
longtime Alabama observer said he’d never 
seen it done at Bryant-Denny. There was 
such euphoria that fans continued to cheer 
long after the players had left the field. 
With Tide fans renowned as some of the 
most loyal in the country, the scene in 
Tuscaloosa may only get crazier as the sea- 
son goes on. Among those offering con- 
gratulations and taking a minute of Croyle’s 
time after the game was Hall of Fame coach 
Don Shula, who pulled the quarterback 
aside in the tunnel outside the locker room. 
Somebody asked Croyle if this was all get- 
ting to be a little too much. “This is what 
I’ve been waiting for; he said as he smiled 
and shook his head. “It’s been nothing but 
expectations up to now. I’m loving every 
minute of it.” o 
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Back then, if we had told you 
we have more financial planning 
clients than any other company, 


you wouldn't have cared less” 
You do now. 


What’s next.” We are The Personal Advisors of Ameriprise Financial. 


The next generation of American Express Financial Advisors. 


Our comprehensive approach to financial planning goes beyond money management 
to encompass more options and more protection for your entire financial life. 


To help you get to what’s next in your life. 


Call 1-800-Ameriprise today for a complimentary initial 
consultation or visit us at ameriprise.com.* PMG Ree ear ae 


) Ameriprise 


Financial 


Financial Planning » Retirement >» Investments » Insurance The Next Generation of 
American Express Financial Advisors 


*Based on number of financial planning clients disclosed by firms in Item 5H of Form ADV, Part 1 available at www.sec.gov **The initial consultation provides an overview of financial planning 
concepts. You will not receive written analysis and/or recommendations. Financial advisory services and investments available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member NASD and SIPC. 
RiverSource™ insurance and annuities issued by IDS Life Insurance Company, and in New York, IDS Life Insurance Company of New York, Albany, NY. These companies are part of Ameriprise 
Financial, Inc. Ameriprise Financial expects to become independent of American Express on or after September 30, 2005, After the expected separation, we will no longer be owned by the 
American Express Company. ©2005 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 


BY TOM VERDUCCI 


Photograph by John Iacono 


HE RACE for the American League Most Valuable Player 
Award this year is an Escher print. Two people can look at the 
same image and, depending on their focus, interpret it differ- 
ently. § Lefthander Mike Stanton, for instance, a former New 
York Yankee traded last week from the Washington Nation- 
als to Boston, sees nothing but Red Sox designated hitter David 
Ortiz. “Race?” Stanton said last Friday. “There is no race. [Ortiz] is hitting about 
.380 from the seventh inning on. That’s ridiculous. And we were talking about 
that in the Nationals’ bullpen last week before I came here. It’s not even close, 
with all the clutch hits this guy gets.” § Chicago White Sox manager Ozzie Guillen 
looks at the same picture and, with equal clarity, sees Yankees third baseman 
Alex Rodriguez. “A-Rod should be the MVP,’ Guillen said recently. “He steals 
bases, goes from first to third, makes all the plays on defense, gets the big hits. 
He can beat you so many [more] ways than Ortiz.” § Last Saturday morning, 
seated at his locker in his baseball Skivvies two hours before the penultimate 
game of the regular season, Rodriguez acknowledged that the award was still 
up for grabs. The weekend series at Fenway Park between the Yankees and the 
Red Sox would be to the MVP race—and, oh, yeah, the race to decide the 
AL East—what Florida was to the 2000 presidential election. “This is how it 
should be,” Rodriguez said. “It should be about the team winning. That’s why 
we play. I’m ready for it. So let’s go.” § Never has there been an MVP race quite 
like this one, in which defining valuable also can be interpreted as a referendum 


48 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Is it Papi or A-Rod? The American League MVP race, 
like the AL East battle, was a photo finish. The pick 
here is the player who proved himself in every way 


on the value of the DH job. Is Ortiz’s made- 
for-highlight-shows knack for delivering 
clutch hits—despite what in many ways 
were inferior offensive numbers to those 
of Rodriguez—enough to justify a land- 
mark decision? The final answer is no. 
The Yankees, who trailed Boston by 5% 
games as late as Aug. 11, clinched the AL 
East title with an 8-4 win on Saturday, and 
with it Rodriguez should have clinched the 
MVP Award. He smashed four hits, in- 
cluding his 48th home run, pushing him 
to the league homer title and breaking Troy 
Glaus’s single-season record for home runs 
by an AL third baseman. (Rodriguez also 
holds the record for home runs by a short- 
stop, 57 in 2002.) Ortiz had one hit on Sat- 
urday and three in the three-game series 
as Boston wrapped up the wild-card spot. 
The AL MVP Award is decided by a vote 
of 28 members of the Baseball Writers As- 
sociation of America, two from each AL city. 
Ballots were to be submitted before the start 
of the division series this week. That Ro- 
driguez could turn in the greatest season by 
a third baseman in baseball history while 
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SI.COM 


More baseball coverage, 
including Tom Verducci's 
Insider column, 
at SI.com/baseball. 


[ DIVISION SERIES PREVIEW | 


American 
League 


Chicago White Sox versus 
Boston Red Sox 


KEY POINTS Chicago put down 
the most sacrifice hits in the AL 
(53) and Boston the second 
fewest (14)... . The Blue Jays, 
are the only visiting team to win 
a one-run game at Fenway Park 


aN this year (April 19). Since then 
Papelbon Boston is {5-O in one-run 


games at home. . . . Here’s one 
G.M.’s scouting report on Red Sox ace Curt Schilling: 
“Right now he’s ordinary at best; just another pitcher.” 
KEY MATCHUP Hard-throwing White Sox rookie clos- 
er Bobby Jenks, a righty, faced David Ortiz once this 
year and was stung for a home run, the only one he 
allowed to lefthanders in 57 at bats. 
KEY PLAYER Jonathan Papelbon, Red Sox. The 
24-year-old setup man (2.65 ERA) has brought some 
order to the majors’ 29th-ranked bullpen (5.19). 
KEY STAT Nineteen of the last 22 games between 
the two teams have been decided by three runs or 
fewer; Boston is 12-7 in those games. 
BOTTOM LINE Red Sox in five. 


Los Angeles Angels versus 
New York Yankees 


KEY POINTS New York ended 
the regular season on a 16-5 
run while Los Angeles finished 
14-2.... Angels setup men 
Scot Shields and Brendan 
Donnelly allowed New York 
one earned run in 11/4 innings 


Anderson this year.... Yankees ace 
Randy Johnson ended the sea- 
sonona6-Oroll.... The Angels are the only team 


with a winning record against the Yankees during 
manager Joe Torre’s tenure (49-48 since 1996). 
KEY MATCHUP If the game comes down to K-Rod versus 
A-Rod, give Frankie Rodriguez the edge. Alex Rodriguez 
is | for 10 with five K’s against the Angels closer. 

KEY PLAYER Garret Anderson, Angels. His woeful 
.389 slugging percentage in the second half is in- 
dicative that his lower back stiffness is bothering 
him. The Yankees can’t let Viadimir Guerrero beat 
them, so RBI opportunities should fall to Anderson. 
KEY STAT In 108% postseason innings Yankees closer 
Mariano Rivera has allowed nine eamed runs (0:75 ERA). 
BOTTOM LINE Angels in five. 


50 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


playing for a 95-win team and still not 
be the clear favorite at such a late hour 
spoke to the power and theatrical timing 
of Ortiz. Orioles outfielder Jay Gibbons 
says the MVP should be “David Ortiz, 
hands down. With the game on the line, 
he always steps up. It doesn’t matter [that 
Ortiz is a DH]. If you take him out of the 
lineup, Boston is six, seven games out.” 
The argument against Ortiz centered 
on the legitimacy of the “position” of 
DH. No position player has ever won the 
MVP without appearing in at least 97 
games in the field. (In 1979 MVP Don 
Baylor of the Angels had 36 home runs 
and 139 RBIs while making 97 appear- 
ances in the outfield and 65 at DH; 
Boston’s Jim Rice won the award in ’78 
while playing 114 games in the outfield 
and 49 at DH.) The highest MVP finish 
by a player who played the majority of 
his games at DH was second, by Paul 
Molitor of the Blue Jays in 1993 and 
Frank Thomas of the White Sox in 2000. 
This season Ortiz played only 10 games 
at first base, remaining comfortably seat- 
ed on the bench or in the clubhouse and 
contributing nothing for all but 78 of the 
1,429 innings that teammates played de- 
fense. Rodriguez played defense in all 
but 40 of the Yankees’ 1,430% innings. 
“Nothing against David Ortiz,’ says 
Yankees hitting coach Don Mattingly, 
New York’s last MVP, in 1985. “I have 
tremendous respect for him. But this is 
baseball. It’s not a hitting contest in the 
backyard. A DH can win the MVP, but 
not when an every-day player is putting 
the same numbers up. The every-day 
player has to prepare himself, taking 
ground balls and throwing and giving the 
effort on defense. The DH doesn’t have 
to do any of that. It’s a big difference” 
Said Toronto Blue Jays general man- 
ager J.P. Ricciardi last week, “I’ve got 
to give it to A-Rod. I was talking to 
[Toronto infielders] Corey Koskie and 
Orlando Hudson, and they said, ‘You 
want Ortiz up there with the game on 
the line’ And I said, ‘O.K., who do you 
want the ball hit to in the bottom of 
the ninth with the game on the line, 
Ortiz or A-Rod?’ You can’t just disre- 
gard defense as if it doesn’t exist. A- 
Rod makes a difference in the field. We 
had a man on first base in the ninth 
against them in a 1-0 game, and A-Rod 
fielded an absolute smash over his left 


shoulder and started a double play. 
Game over. Ortiz can’t make that dou- 
ble play. And how many times over the 
course of the season will A-Rod do 
something like that? A lot.” 


IN MANY WAYS Rodriguez also out- 
classed Ortiz at the plate. A-Rod had a 
significantly better batting average 
(.321-.300), more runs (124-119), 
more hits (194-180), more home runs 
(48-47), more total bases (369-363), 
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GOOD HANDS Rodriguez was superb 
defensively in his second year at third base, 
committing only !2 errors in 415 chances. 


a better on-base percentage (.421—.397) 
and a better slugging percentage 
(.610-.604). He also stole more bases 
(21-1) and had a higher batting aver- 
age in September and October 
(.330-.321), when the AL East race 
was decided. Rodriguez’s combination 
of numbers in the Triple Crown cate- 
gories (.321, 48, 130 RBIs) has been 
attained by only 12 other players in 
history—including no third basemen 
and only four players who did so for 
first-place teams (the Yankees’ Babe 
Ruth in 1921, ’27 and ’28, Lou Gehrig 
in ’36 and Mickey Mantle in 56, and 
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the Arizona Diamondbacks’ Luis Gon- 
zalez in 2001). 
Throw in Rodriguez’s prowess on the 
base paths, and his season is even more 
exceptional. He joined Willie Mays (New 
York Giants, 1955), Barry Bonds (San 
Francisco Giants, ’93) and Larry Walk- 
er (Colorado Rockies, ’97) as the only 
.300 hitters to exceed 45 homers and 20 
steals—and is the first player to do so 
for a team that made the postseason. 
Ortiz, nicknamed Big Papi, is known 


Algeput uypitlie 
© same numbers [as 


Ortiz],” Jackson 


Says) -plus he plays 
Gold Glove defense, 
and hesteals bases 
AA mW eini 


me 


for his outsized smile and his Willie 
Stargell-like clubhouse bearing. His 
candidacy, however, traffics mainly on 
the measures, real and imagined, of his 
clutch hitting. He batted .352 with run- 
ners in scoring position and tied the 
Braves’ Andruw Jones’s major-league- 
leading 19 home runs after the sixth in- 
ning. (Although, contrary to Stanton’s 
belief, he hit .291—slightly below his 
overall average—from the seventh in- 
ning on.) Also, as The Boston Globe 
breathlessly reported on Saturday, 
“Nineteen of his home runs have either 
tied the game or given his team the lead. 
That is an eye-popping statistic. ...” 
Left unreported was the fact that 
Rodriguez—hold on to your eyeballs— 
also had 19 home runs that had either 
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tied the game or given his team the lead. 
“Alex hit a home run [last week] in Bal- 
timore in a 1-0 game we had to have, 
and it doesn’t get mentioned because 
it’s the sixth inning,’ Mattingly says. 

Adds another Yankee, “Ortiz hit one 
the next night in the eighth inning and 
he’s Bobby Thomson.” 


SAYS STEVE HIRDT, executive vice 
president of the Elias Sports Bureau, 
“The temptation is to overreact because 
of the many ways you can quantify 
Ortiz’s late-game dramatics and the 
widespread publicity they get. The high- 
lights, starting with the walk-off hits in 
the postseason last year, begin to run 
together in the mind’s eye, and the per- 
ception is he’s doing it all the time. I go 
with A-Rod [for MVP] because you have 
to give him credit for playing defense 
and playing it well. You’d be hard- 
pressed to find anyone else on the Yan- 
kees who fields his position as well as 
A-Rod does. And you can’t just say 
about a DH, ‘“That’s just the role he’s 
given.” The DH doesn’t field his posi- 
tion well enough to be among the nine 
guys on the field” 

Rodriguez started every game, com- 
mitted only two errors over the final 90 
games and never let his batting average 
slip below .310 after May 21, Yankees 
manager Joe Torre was so appreciative 
of what Rodriguez gave the team this 
season that as he hugged and thanked 
him on the pitcher’s mound after Sat- 
urday’s last out, Torre began to weep. 
“That will always be special to me?’ Ro- 
driguez said later in the clubhouse. 

Off in another corner, Yankees adviser 
and 1973 AL MVP Reggie Jackson saw 
fit to declare the election over because 
New York had clinched the division. “If 
your team wins, then that’s the team 
with the MVP” he said. “Ortiz has had a 
little more of a—what’s the word?— 
dramatic year. But Alex put up the same 
numbers plus he plays Gold Glove de- 
fense, and he steals bases. He’s earned it. 

“But it’s like I told him: ‘Now youre 
even; ” continued Jackson, also a two- 
time World Series MVP. “Forty-eight 
homers, 130 RBIs? It’s what he should 
do when he’s making 25 [million] bucks 
a year. But with the high standards this 
team has set, you’re only even. Now you 
have to get it done in the playoffs.” o 
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National 
League 


St. Louis Cardinals versus 
San Diego Padres 


KEY POINTS St. Louis's bullpen 
has the best ERA of any post- 
season team (3.22).... San 
Diego made the most errors of 
any NL playoff team (109).... 
The Padres won the season se- 
ries 4-3. ... Cards manager 
Tony La Russa ordered the 
fewest intentional walks of any 
NL manager. He likes playing matchup with relievers; 
lefty specialist Ray King will be used against Brian 
Giles and Ryan Klesko in late-inning spots. 

KEY MATCHUP Padres ace Jake Peavy has held Car- 
dinals rightfielder Larry Walker to one hit in I5 at bats. 
KEY PLAYER Chris Carpenter, Cardinals. He was as 
automatic as any NL pitcher for five months (21-4, 
2.21 on Sept. 8) but hit a wall down the stretch (O-I, 
9.14). He has never appeared in a postseason game. 
KEY STAT San Diego was the only team in the ma- 
jors without a 20-home-run hitter this season; 
Klesko led the team with 18. 

BOTTOM LINE Cardinals in four. 


Carpenter 


Atlanta Braves versus 
Houston Astros 


KEY POINTS Andy Pettitte is the 
hottest pitcher in baseball since 
the All-Star break (II-2, 
1.69). ... Andruw Jones ended 
the season in a 6-for-51 rut, with 
one home run.... Atlanta’s 
bullpen ranked 22nd (4.66 
ERA).... The Braves are [3-I7 
in the postseason at Turner 
Field. ... The Astros are the first team since the 1914 
Braves to make the postseason after being 15 games 
below .500 (15-30 on May 24)... . Astros manager 
Phil Garner likes to flick the switch early for closer Brad 
(Lights Out) Lidge, who is available for six-out saves. 
KEY MATCHUP Jones is 0 for 7 (five K’s) against Lidge. 
KEY PLAYER John Smoltz, Braves. The erstwhile clos- 
er is 12-4 in 26 career playoff starts. Smoltz’s right 
shoulder bears watching. He skipped his last start 
after throwing 229% innings, his most since 1997. 
KEY STAT Astros starting pitchers led the majors 
with a 3.46 ERA; the Braves were third at 3.65, 0.04 
behind the Cardinals. 

BOTTOM LINE Astros in five. 


Smoltz 
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WITH BARRY BONDS ARO IND, THE NATIONAL LEAGU MVP 
ace lias been a ‘no-win situation for Albert Pujols. From 2001 through 


third in the MVP vote—and Bonds won it each time. But with Bonds 


coming off right-knee surgery and missing all but 14 games of 05, 


Pujols finally should get his due. Here is my vote for NL MVP and 


the other seven major awards that will be announced next month, 
plus SI’s Most Ridiculous Performance awards for this season 
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04 the Gardinals first baseman finished fourth, second, second and 
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Nationa 
MOST VALUABLE 
1. Albert Pujols, 1B, Cardinals“ fa 


2. Andruw Jones, CF, Braves” 


3. Derrek Lee, 1B, Cubs 


4. Morgan Ensberg, 3B, Astros f 
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5. Brian Giles, RF, Padres 
6. Pat Burrell, LF, Phillies 


7. Carlos Delgado, 1B, Marlins 


8. Jeff Kent, 2B, Dodgers 
9. David Wright, 3B, Mets 


10. Chad Cordero, closer, Nationals 


CY YOUNG AWARD 


1, Chris Carpenter, SP, Cardinals 
2. Roger Clemens, SP, Asiros 
3. Dontrelle Willis, SP, Marlins 


Carpenter’s September 
swoon might be detrimental 
to the Cardinals’ chances in | 
the playoffs but not to his 
shot at the Cy. Since the 
mound was lowered in 969, Carpenter 
is only the fifth pitcher to win more than 
20 games with an .800 winning per- 
centage, a sub-3.00 ERA and 200 strike- 
outs. The previous four all won the award: 
Ron Guidry (’78), Dwight Gooden (85), 
Clemens ('86) and Pedro Martinez (’99). | 
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MIND OVER 
MATTER © 


A To Twins 
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ALL ABOUT THE 
BENJAMINS 
AWARD To White 
Sox catcher A.J. 
Pierzynski, who 
before a spring 
training game 
offered $100 to 
any player who hit 
& homer off 
Giants righty 
Brett Tomko, 
a despised 
former 
teammate. 
(Outfielder 
Joe Borchard 
cashed in.) 


‘BL 


summed up the 
effect that off- 
season knee 
surgery and 
extended rehab 
had had on his 
hitting stroke by 
saying, “I still feel 
pretty confident 
about my sWing, 
even though | 
haven't been 
swinging.” 
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“YO "LL MISS IT 
AWARD _ 
Indians outfielder 
Juan Gonzalez, 
who aggravated a 
strained hamstring 
while running out 
a ground ball in 
the top of the 


of his 2005 
debut on 
May 3! and 

sat out the 
rest of the year 
for a one-at-bat 

season. 
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ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 


1. Ryan Howard, 1B, Phillies 
2. Jeff Francoeur, RF, Braves 
3. Garrett Atkins, 3B, Rockies 


Despite Atkins’s rookie-leading 
89 RBIs it’s difficult to take 
his candidacy seriously be- 
cause his home-road splits 
(.339-.238 in batting aver- 
age and .508-.347 in slugging percent- 
age) show how much he was helped by 
playing at Coors Field. Howard, who re- 
placed an injured Jim Thome at first base 
in early July, leads all rookies with 22 home 


runs in only 312 at bats and ranked sec- 


ond among NL rookies with 63 RBIs, 


KAND «@ BAMBI'S 
REVENGE 
AWARD To 
Rockies 
shortstop Glint 
Barmes, who 
was hitting .329 
on June 6 when 
he fell while 
carrying a 
package of 
frozen 


first inning 


flight of 
Stairs, 
breakinghis 


3 
collarbone. a js 
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HOW DOES Jones, a Gold Glove 
centerfielder who hit 5! home runs 
for a first-place team, not win the 
MVP? Actually, in choosing Pujols 
over Jones, it’s not even that close. 
Of the two, Pujols was significantly 
better at getting on base (.430), 
slugging (.609), hitting for aver- 
age (.330), scoring runs (129) and 
stealing bases (16). While Jones 
did lead the league in RBIs (128), 


— his .207 average with runners 


& in scoring position was far 
& below MVP standards. 


MANAGER OF THE YEAR 


1. Bobby Cox, Braves 
2. Frank Robinson, Nationals 
3. Phil Garner, Asfros 


Cox won a /4th straight divi- 
sion championship, and this 
may have been the finest job 
yet by a man who has won 
three of these awards. The 
Braves changed two thirds of their starting 
outfield on the fly, lost third baseman Chip- 
per Jones and starting pitchers Mike Hamp- 
ton and John Thomson to major injuries, 
used [8 rookies, tried 21 relief pitchers— 
none of whom saved more than I5 games— 
and still Cox guided them to the playoffs. 


rn 
y Awar ds SI’s foutthi ie tute to 


JUST BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 
PARANOID, 
DOESN'T MEAN 
THEY'RE NOT 
OUT TO GET 
YOU AWARD. 
To White Sox 
lefthander Mark 
Buehrle, who in 
& August alleged 
Cari that the 
deer meat 4 .Yeme® Rangers used 
upa e a flashing light 
i 2 system to steal 
signs at 
Ameriquest Field. 


MOVING DAY, 
AWARD To Reds 
manager Dave 
Miley, who on 
May 24 ordered 
recliners 
belonging to 
outfielders Adam 
Dunn and Ken 
Griffey Jr. taken 
out of the 
clubhouse; after 
the I-15 stretch 
that followed, 
Miley was fired. 


righthander 
Carlos 
Zambrano, 
whose elbow 
soreness was 
thought to be 


spending 4-5 
hours a day 
e-mailing and 
instant- 
messaging 
friends and 
family in 
Venezuela. 
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2. David Ortiz, DH, Red Sox 


4. Travis Hafner, DH, Indians y 
5. Paul Konerko, 1B, White Sox 
6. Manny Ramirez, LF, Red Sox 


7. Grady Sizemore, CF, Indians 


3. Vladimir Guerrero, RF, Angels | 


8. Mariano Rivera, closer, Yankees 
9. Michael Young, SS, Rangers __ 


p< 
‘PLAYER 
ORTIZ IS the last man a pitcher 
wants to see at the plate with the 
game on the line, this side of a 
healthy Barry Bonds. But are 
Ortiz’s contributions on offense 
so much greater than Rodriguez’s 
as to render defense irrelevant? 
The answer is no. Rodriguez was 
superb at driving in runs (130) 
and preventing them: Among third 


SS _ baseman with 400 or more 
SSX chances, only the Rangers’ 
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CY YOUNG AWARD 


2. Johan Santana, SP, Twins 
3. Bartolo Colon, SP, Angels 
Santana (16-7) led the league 
in strikeouts (238) and was 
second in ERA (2.87), but 
David Cone (1994) is the only 
AL starter to win the Cy with 
so few wins. Rivera became just the third 
pitcher (John Wetteland in 1993 and Cy 
winner Eric Gagne in 2008) to save 40 
games with a sub-1.50 ERA while working 
75 or more innings. He retired 61 of the 69 
batters to lead off an inning (88%) and al- 
lowed one run all season on the road. 
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AL TIELEMANS (HOWARD): DAMIAN STROHMEYER (COX); ED WOLFSTEIN/ICON SMI (GONZALEZ): CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP (BUEHALE); 


RIVERA); LARRY GOREN/ICON SMI (STREET); ROBERT BECK (GUILLEN); STEPHEN GREEN (ZAMBRANO); DAVE SAFFRAN/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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CHUCK SOLOMON (PUJOLS); DAVID E. KLUTHO 


DAMIAN STROHMEYER: 
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AWARD To | : 
Nationals GM. *— 
Jim Bowden, who - 
after a loss to the 
Cardinals, said, 
hisisn’ta 
oblem of one or 
two guys. We have 
an embarrassing 
problem of all 
eight.” (Five 
players in the 
lineup that day 
had been 
acquired by 
Bowden.) 


AWARD Tothe | 
. Marlins, who 
suspended 
batboy Nick 
Cirillo for six 
games after he 
took a $500 dare 
from Dodgers 
righthander Brad 
Penny to chug a 
gallon of milk— 
then vomited 
outside the Los 
Angeles 
clubhouse. 


Jackie 


deal of 
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10. Gary Sheffield, RF, Yankees — 


[Robinson] 
took a good 


crap, but | am in baseball is 
guarantee it hi wins and losses 
wasn’t for 2 Wy at the major 

six years.” i 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 


2. Jonny Gomes, LF, Devil Rays 
3. Robinson Cano, 2B, Yankees 
One year out of college (he 
left Texas after his junior 
year) and thrust into the clos- 
er’s role because of an injury 
to Octavio Dotel, Street 
pitched with the savvy of a veteran and 
a slinging style reminiscent of his idol, 
Dennis Eckersley. Street saved 23 games 
in 27 chances (including all 18 in the sec- 
ond half), held hitters to a .194 batting 
average and had the best ERA by an AL 
reliever (1.72) this side of Rivera's 1.38. 
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LACTOSE. 40 ach ANDA 
THE MESSENGER INTOLERANCE MULE AWARD To 
minor league lefty 
John Rocker, on 
the heckling he 
__ endures for off- 
or comments 
he made in 1999: 
“ know Hank 
Aaron] and =~ 


Royals 


Lima, who 
fashioned a 
6.99 ERA in 


legacy—seven 
last-place finishes 
in eight years—by 
saying, “The only 
thing that keeps 
this organization 


> ‘ 
\ from being 
Als recognized as 
‘one of the finest 


ERA in each 


§ league level.” 


[] Rocker 


LIMATIME IS | 
NNING OUT | 
AWARD To 


ho defended his ’ righthander Jose 
: loss to the Royals, 


8% innings to 
ecome the first 
pitcher to have a 

season with at 
least [50 innings 
and a 6.00-plus 


league. (His ERA 
was 6.65 with the 
2000 Astros.) 


- Hank Blalock had fewer 
od errors than his (2. 


MANAGER OF THE YEAR 


2. Eric Wedge, Indians 
3. Joe Torre, Yankees 


The quotable, irreverent 
Guillen made his club’s sea- 
- sonresemble a reality TV se- 
ries. The loss of all but 14 
games of a |5-game lead was 
dangerously thrilling, but with solid pitch- 
ing (Mark Buehrle, Jose Contreras, Fred- 
dy Garcia and Jon Garland were a com- 
bined 63-33) and just enough offense to 
| win close games, the White Sox and their 
| energetic manager finished with the best 
| record in the AL (99-63). 


DO AS | SAY, NOT 
AS 1 D0 AWARD 
To Orioles first 
baseman Rafael 
Palmeiro, who 
testified to 4 
congressional 
committee on 
steroid use last 
March, “I 
elieve that 
our game 
\ will get 
+ cleaned up. 
4 We just need 
% to give this 
policy a 
= chanée.” 


FLIP-FLOP — 
AWARD To White 
Sox manag: 

Ozzie Guillen. On 
Sept. 15 after a 


he said, “We flat- 
out stink.” 

On Sept. 29, after 
clinching the AL 
Central, “A lot of 
people started 
doubting 

us... . But 

then we 

started 

believing 

again.” 
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SL.COM 


More pro football 
coverage, including 
Jeffri Chadiha’s Inside the | 
NFL, at Sl.com/football. 


PRO FOOTBALL 


The Best of 


Carson 


That’s what the 4—O Bengals are getting from 
Carson Palmer, who—thanks to a powerful arm, 
a cool head and a strong supporting cast—has 
emerged as the NFL's hottest young quarterback 


BY JEFFRI CHADIHA 


Photograph by Al Tielemans 


S HE STOOD in the middle of the field at Cincinnati’s Paul 
Brown Stadium on Sunday, Bengals quarterback Carson 
Palmer didn’t like what he was seeing. Cincinnati was tied 
with the Houston Texans 3-3 late in the second quarter, and 
two trainers were carting backup center Larry Moore to the 
locker room to treat his dislocated right knee. Palmer glanced 


over and saw left guard Eric Steinbach trotting toward the sideline to make a 
few practice snaps as center. The starter whom Moore had replaced, Rich 
Braham, was already out with a knee injury, so now Steinbach would be forced 
to take over against a Texans defense that loves to blitz. § Rather than panic, 
though, Palmer listened. He heard right tackle Willie Anderson and right guard 


Bobbie Williams discussing how they’d 
help Steinbach make the line calls. When 
play resumed, Palmer stood tall in the 
pocket, not dancing or overreacting to the 
pass rush. Though he’d been sacked twice 
before Moore’s injury, he was able to avoid 
another one for the rest of the afternoon. 
“Those guys up front kept things togeth- 
er,’ Palmer said afterward. “It might have 
been a different story if they were all freak- 
ing out, but none of them flinched. That 
made my life a lot easier.” 

A one-of-the-guys ethos has been a key 
to Palmer’s emergence as the NFL's hottest 


young quarterback. Yes, he has produced 
impressive stats in 2005, completing 71.8% 
of his passes, with nine touchdowns and 
only two interceptions, while leading the 
Bengals to a 4-0 start, their best since 1988. 
But rather than trying to carry the team, 
the 2002 Heisman Trophy winner and No. 1 
pick in the 2003 draft has only to worry 
about fitting in with a talented cast. “We 
don’t want to put too much pressure on 
Carson, because things can change fast for 
young quarterbacks in this league,” says 
Anderson, a 10-year Bengals O-line vet. “We 
all know there will be games in which he'll 
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Rating the Young QBs 


Quarterback-mining continues to be the NFL’s most inexact science. Of the II passers 
drafted in the first round in 2002, '03 and ’04, only three have emerged as their teams’ un- 
questioned long-term quarterbacks (four, if you count the ascending Eli Manning). Here 
is SI's assessment of [5 prominent QBs from the '02 to '04 drafts. —Peter King 


HIT IT BIG = 
Player, Team, Draft Year (Round); College 


Ben Roethlisberger, Pittsburgh, 2004 (1); Miami (Ohio) His 
15-1 record as a starter is the best by any QB to begin a career. 
But can he can play great in big games? 

Byron Leftwich, Jacksonville, 2003 (1); Marshall Already the 
clear-cut leader of a rising team. Fearless in the pocket, but the 
Jags better find a way to keep him from getting beat up. 


Carson Palmer, Cincinnati, 2003 (1); USC A touch of Troy 
Aikman (71.8% completion rate this year) with the long-ball 
ability of Dan Fouts. We could be seeing a very special player. 


HAS HAD SOME SUCCESS 


David Carr, Houston, 2002 (I); Fresno State Still a franchise- 
type quarterback with a terrific arm, but he seems to be 
regressing. Career touchdowns: 35; interceptions: 45. 


Eli Manning, N.Y. Giants, 2004 (1); Mississippi Cucumber cool. 
Last six games (14 touchdowns, five interceptions, 230 yards 


It 


8 per game) show he’s becoming a force to be reckoned with. 


ON THE BUBBLE 


Joey Harrington, Detroit, 2002 (1); Oregon Just not made for 
coach Steve Mariucci’s precision offense. He’s never completed 
more than 56% of his throws in any of his four seasons. 


Kyle Boller, Baltimore, 2003 (1); Cal New offensive coordinator 
Jim Fassel was making progress in teaching Boller, who’s out 
until later this month with turf toe, to play less frenetically. 


Patrick Ramsey, Washington, 2002 (|); Tulane Showed signs 


Hatrin he could be long-term QB (24 TDs ) but Joe Gibbs soured on him, 


NEEDS MORE PLAYING TIME 


J.P. Losman, Buffalo, 2004 (I); Tulane Good mobility, good arm, questionable decision- 
making, little poise. Could lose his starting job to vet Kelly Holcomb. 


David Garrard, Jacksonville, 2002 (4); East Carolina Might be another Trent Green—a 
guy who has to find a new home to have a chance to start. Mobile, fearless, good leader. 


ON THE SIDELINE, BUT INTRIGUING 


Philip Rivers, San Diego, 2004 (1); N.C. State Either he or Drew Brees will be quarter- 
backing in another uniform on opening day 2006. The Chargers love his arm and feet. 


Matt Schaub, Atlanta, 2004 (3); Virginia Great Mike Vick insurance. In training camp, 
Atlanta G.M. Rich McKay said he wouldn’t take a first-round pick for Schaub. _ 


Chris Simms, Tampa Bay, 2003 (3); Texas Bucs coach Jon Gruden seems to have lost 
faith in Phil Simms’ son. If Gruden hadn’t been sold on drafting Cadillac Williams, he 
might have taken up Denver's offer of Reaben Droughns for Simms. 


Rex Grossman, Chicago, 2003 (1); Florida Poor guy: first the ruptured ACL in 2004, then 
the Achilles tear in August. No way the Bears can count on his being their QB of the future. 
LOOKING LIKE A BUST 


Drew Henson, Dallas, 2003 (6); Michigan The owner handed the former Yankees farm- 
hand $7 million to quit baseball. The coach buried him below Tony Romo on the depth 
chart. A storm’s brewing over Valley Ranch. 
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struggle, so we don’t think that we go as 
Carson goes. The Patriots don’t think that. 
They all do their jobs, and Tom Brady plays 
well. That’s what we need from Carson” 

Sunday’s victory was another example of 
Palmer doing what was needed of him. His 
numbers weren’t overwhelming—he com- 
pleted 25 of 34 passes for 276 yards and 
one touchdown—but he made the plays 
when they mattered most. With the game 
tied at 10 early in the fourth quarter, he 
completed eight of nine passes on a drive 
that ended with Shayne Graham’s 27-yard 
go-ahead field goal in an eventual 16-10 
win. Palmer relished a victory in which he 
and the Bengals, whose three previous wins 
were by an average of 20 points, proved that 
they could persevere in a close game. “He 
impressed me,’ said Texans linebacker 
Antwan Peek. “He was on target with his 
passes. He was poised in the pocket. He 
made good decisions. He gives them every- 
thing you want from a quarterback.” 

While Palmer has exceptional physical 
skills—accuracy, a cannon arm and sur- 
prising mobility for a 6'5", 230-pound 
QB—his understanding of his own game 
at this early stage in his career may be even 
more impressive. He rarely forces a pass. 
He knows how he wants to attack teams. 
He has learned the difference between ag- 
gressive and reckless. Says Steinbach, “You 
can see that Carson really gets things now.” 

One of the things Palmer gets is how to 
spread the football around. Instead of 
searching for Pro Bowl wide receiver Chad 
Johnson on every pass play as he often did 
last season, Palmer involves everybody. 
Seven Bengals had receptions against 
Houston. Fifth-year wideout T.J. Housh- 
mandzadeh, in particular, is emerging as a 
dangerous option: On Sunday he had eight 
catches for 105 yards. “In the past I just 
wanted to get the ball to my playmaker,’ 
Palmer says. “Now I realize I have a lot of 
people who can bail me out of a jam. We’re 
not just Chad Johnson and a bunch of other 
guys. We have some weapons.” 

Those include talented running backs 
Rudi Johnson and Chris Perry, and a stal- 
wart offensive line. In his 17 NFL games, 
Palmer has been sacked only 30 times (1.8 
per game); the Texans’ Carr, in contrast, 
has gone down 160 times in 47 games 
(3.4). Cincinnati contributed seven of those 
sacks to Carr’s total, and that’s indicative 
of how the Bengals’ defense has helped out. 
It has forced a league-best 17 turnovers, 
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SHARING THE WEALTH Houshmandzadeh 
has become a greater threat now that Palmer 
is throwing to a wide array of targets. 


often providing Palmer and the offense 
with great field position. Cincinnati’s as- 
sets have helped give him confidence and a 
cool head under fire. “You could talk to 
Carson after he threw an interception or a 
70-yard touchdown pass, and you wouldn't 
know the difference,’ says offensive coor- 
dinator Bob Bratkowski. “No matter what's 
happening on the field, he’s always on to 
the next play.” 

But don’t mistake Palmer’s calmness for 
complacency. He’s intent on becoming a 
great NFL quarterback. Upon being draft- 
ed, he told the Bengals he would turn down 
all endorsement offers for the time being 
and avoid anything else that might distract 
him from football. Though he didn’t play a 
down as a rookie, he never complained; on 
the contrary, he often quizzed starter Jon 
Kitna about how to prepare for games. 
When coach Marvin Lewis named Palmer 
the starter in February ’04, it only strength- 
ened his commitment to improving. On 
Nov. 8 last year, the day after a 26-3 home 
victory over the Cowboys, Palmer and John- 
son made a two-hour drive to Indianapo- 
lis to watch the Colts in a Monday-night 
game. The two NFL stars lurked incognito 
in the concourse of the RCA Dome until 
shortly after kickoff. They then took their 
seats and studied the chemistry between 


coach [Ken] Zampese have helped me take 
things to another level.” 

“He’s definitely studying harder? Zam- 
pese says. “When I talked about defensive 
looks last year, I had to walk him through 
everything. I don’t have to do that as much 
now because he’s a step ahead.” 

The work is paying off. In Cincinnati’s 
first two wins this year, Palmer torched 
Cleveland (280 yards, two TDs, one INT) 
and Minnesota (337 yards, three TDs, one 


the ball through people. He has had two 
interceptions this season, and they were 
both his fault. So we constantly remind 
him that six points count the same whether 
he throws it in or we get it another way.” 
Palmer will need that assistance as he 
faces tougher defenses—including Jack- 
sonville’s, Pittsburgh’s and Baltimore’s over 
the next five weeks—but he’s gaining con- 
fidence with each game. Indeed, Norm 
Chow, his offensive coordinator at USC 


Palmer rarely forces a pass; HE KNOWS HOW he wants to attack 
teams; and he’s learned the difference between aggressive and reckless. 
Says Steinbach, “You can see Carson really gets things now.” 


Pro Bowlers Peyton Manning and Marvin 
Harrison. Palmer noted, in particular, how 
Manning constantly talked with his re- 
ceivers on the sideline. “When Carson came 
back from that game;’ says Palmer’s wife, 
Shaelyn, “he definitely started working 
harder to be a great player.” 

This season, when Palmer returns home 
after practices, he reviews all the blitzes 
the upcoming opponent has shown over 
its previous four games. He also jots down 
notes on the responsibilities of each de- 
fender in any scheme he’ll face. Says 
Palmer, “I’ve never really studied the game 
like that. I’ve always just watched film. But 
guys like Jon [Kitna] and [quarterbacks] 


pick). Against a stingy Chicago defense in 
Week 3, he had three more scoring passes. 
Still, Bengals coaches know not to ask too 
much of him yet. In practice they con- 
stantly watch to see which plays he’s un- 
comfortable running and keep them out of 
that week’s game plan. On Fridays before 
games, Palmer is required to give Brat- 
kowski a list of plays he’d like to run in spe- 
cific situations, and Bratkowski makes it a 
priority to call those plays. 

All the extra work is meant to ensure 
that Palmer doesn’t rely too much on his 
physical skills, as many young QBs do. “He 
has that laser arm,’ Lewis says, “and there 
are times when he still thinks he can throw 


who's now with the Titans, recently left a 
voice mail on Palmer’s cellphone remind- 
ing him to “make sure his helmet still fits.” 

Nobody around the Bengals expects 
Palmer to get too full of himself. Even after 
Sunday’s win he hid behind a row of tele- 
vision production trucks outside the locker 
room to avoid fans who were lingering in 
the parking lot. Before leaving, Palmer 
talked about all the things he still needs to 
work on. “The best thing about Carson is 
that he realizes he’s not a finished product? 
Bratkowski says. “With the run he’s been 
on, some guys in his position would think 
they’ve arrived. Carson understands that 
he’s really just getting started” a 
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Pride and 


BOXING 


[3 h { 
Lightweight champion Diego Corrales recently went through 


hell to win his first bout against José Luis Castillo—and 
now he’s eagerly stepping back into the fire for the rematch 


BY L. JON WERTHEIM 
Photographs by Robert Beck 


HEN DIEGO CORRALES struggled up from his bed 

to pee, out came a trickle of fluid the color of cran- 

berry juice. When he looked in the mirror, he saw 

that puce air bags had been deployed under each of 

his eyes. His ears were ringing. He tasted blood in his 

mouth, his jaw ached and his face was so grotesque- 
ly swollen that even his wife’s fashionably oversized sunglasses didn’t fit. And 
he couldn’t recall when he’d ever been happier. § That was early on the morn- 
ing of May 8; hours before, Corrales had engaged Mexico’s José Luis Castillo in 
a fight that was less a lightweight unification bout than 29 minutes of unmit- 
igated assault and battery. Corrales and Castillo stood inches apart and threw 
lefts and rights, jabs and haymakers, roundhouses and uppercuts with little 
discernible effect. § Two minutes into the second round the Showtime com- 
mentators were already throwing out superlatives like “amazing” and “in- 
credible.” At the end of the sixth round the 5,000 fans at Las Vegas’s Mandalay 
Bay Events Center showered the fighters with a prolonged ovation. § There 
could hardly have been two more appreciative principals. A former sparring 
partner of Julio César Chavez, Castillo, 31, is a veteran known more for his 
courage than his native ability. Corrales, 28, is pure purist, more interested in 
the craft of boxing than in the trappings of success. “In the buildup to the fight, 
there wasn’t trash-talking;’ recalls Corrales. “I said to him, “Let’s make some his- 
tory, bro’ I wanted a painful, bloody, brutal war. And that’s what I got.” § In 
the 10th round Castillo floored Corrales with a sharp left hook. He got up, but 
25 seconds later Castillo dropped him again. At the count of three Corrales 


FEROCIOUS FINISH Corrales (right) got off 
the canvas twice in the !Oth to batter Castillo 
into the ropes and end a savage fight. 


spat out his mouthpiece, then tried in vain to 
reinsert it. After Corrales beat the count, ref- 
eree Tony Weeks walked him to his corner 
so that his mouthpiece could be reinserted. 
As Corrales’s trainer, Joe Goossen, took his 
time cleaning the mouthpiece, he channeled 
Burgess Meredith, telling his fighter, “You 
gotta f----~’ get inside on him now.’ 

Cue the music. Taking full advantage of 
this break to regain his wits and his wind, 
Corrales came back strong. He tagged 
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DIEGO CORRALES 


Castillo with a hook. Then another. And an- 
other. Barely 30 seconds after having been 
on the canvas, Corrales unloaded a fugue 
of punches that knocked Castillo out on his 
feet, and Weeks called the fight. Watch the 
tape closely and you can see other fighters 
seated ringside—Winky Wright, Shane 
Mosley, Chavez—wearing masks of awe. 
“That was,” says Wright, the No. 1 mid- 
dleweight contender, “the most amazing 
thing I’ve seen in boxing.” 

Perhaps more amazing still is what 
didn’t happened next. No gloating, no 
chest-pounding. When Showtime reporter 
Jim Gray thrust a microphone in Corrales’s 
distorted face and asked him to character- 
ize the fight, he said, “It was an honor. ... 
I’m proud to have met a great and grace- 
ful champion and matched mettle.” Then 
he encouraged the viewers to “support can- 
cer research.” Castillo was similarly gra- 
cious in the ring, saying, “I, too, am proud 
to have fought a true champion” 

Nevada plasma centers be warned: On 
Saturday night, after having barely enough 
time for the swelling from the previous fight 
to go down, Corrales and Castillo will have 
at it again, this time before a sold-out crowd 
at Vegas’s Thomas & Mack Center. And 
don’t bother questioning the wisdom of this 
rematch. “You have a fight like that, and 
you gotta do it again,’ says Corrales, who 
sports a tattoo reading PAIN FOR LOVE. 
“We both have too much pride not to.” 


A FUNNY concept, pride. Applied correctly, 
it’s an indispensable, trait for a boxer. It’s 
what impels him to keep fighting when his 
body would much prefer to do otherwise. 
But not for nothing is it one of the seven 
deadlies. Misapplied, pride can overwhelm 


down the road to perdition. Boxing was 
becoming less of a priority, and—here 
comes pride—rather than “disrespect the 
sport” by training halfheartedly, he quit 
and moved to Amarillo, Texas. He got a 
job in the shipping department of Mont- 
gomery Ward and might still be there had 
a talent scout from Top Rank not tracked 
him down, talked him out of retirement 
at age 19 and signed him up. 


BAG OF TRICKS Though Corrales is 
preparing a more defensive strategy for the 
rematch, he is willing to slug it out again. 


At nearly six feet, Corrales is an un- 
commonly tall lightweight, with polished 
skills and a taste for combat. He quickly 
ascended the ranks, winning his first 33 
pro fights, all but six by knockout. He then 
returned to Sacramento and was eyeing a 
big money fight against Floyd Mayweath- 
er Jr. Life was good. Then Corrales’s 
pride—this time horribly, indefensibly 


As Corrales awaited trial, the fight went 
on as planned in January 2001. Mayweath- 
er, not surprisingly, trumpeted Corrales’s 
arrest and vowed to “beat Corrales like a 
dog on behalf of all the battered women in 
the world.” He also invited Maria, who had 
divorced Corrales, to sit in the front row and 
watch him pummel her ex-husband. She de- 
clined. Mayweather did give Corrales a beat- 
ing, and against Corrales’s protestations— 
foolish pride, again—his corner threw in the 
towel in the 10th round. 

Worse punishment was to follow. In Feb- 
ruary ’01, Corrales pleaded guilty to felony 
domestic violence and spent 14 months in 
a California state prison. “It’s a different 
world in there?’ he says. “Guys getting sliced 
open, a guy trying to escape getting shot. I 
saw things there you wouldn’t believe.” 

Corrales says he left prison not only de- 
terred but also reformed, and his conduct 
since suggests as much. He met his current 
wife, Michelle, before he went to prison; they 
live with their four children on a Las Vegas 
cul-de-sac. A wild night entails swimming 
in the backyard pool or watching tapes of 
old fights in their home theater. “My wife 
met Diego and was like, He was the one who 
went to jail?” says his promoter, Gary Shaw. 
“For the life of me I can’t square it [either].” 

Since Corrales’s release from prison in 
2002, he’s gone 7-1 with six KOs. In his lone 
defeat, to Joel Casamayor, Corrales suffered 
severe cuts inside his mouth, and the ring 
doctor called the fight after six rounds, over 
Corrales’s protests. “I’ve never seen a fight- 
er so willing to pay the price,’ says Goossen. 
“Diego has unbelievable reserves.” 

If all goes according to plan, Corrales 
won't need to tap those reserves on Satur- 
day night. Corrales plans to use his reach 


“T’ve never seen a fighter so willing to PAY THE PRICE,” says 
Goossen. “Diego has unbelievable reserves.” 


sound judgment—leading one to, say, give 
arematch to a man who quite recently spent 
10 rounds making carpaccio out of your 
face—and get you into a hell of a lot of trou- 
ble. Corrales knows this too well. 

As a kid growing up in one of Sacra- 
mento’s rougher sections, Corrales was an 
estimable Golden Gloves fighter. He 
avoided the gangs, but by the time he was 
in his mid-teens he was joyriding in stolen 
cars, missing school and generally headed 
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misguided—wreaked havoc. In July 2000 
he received a phone call from his pregnant 
wife, Maria, that he interpreted as insult- 
ing. Corrales, who by way of explanation 
says that “alcohol was involved; returned 
home to assault the 98-pound Maria, leav- 
ing her with a broken collarbone and ribs 
and a bruised spine. Corrales was charged 
with felony domestic violence. Though the 
baby survived, the deputy district attorney 
called the beating “absolutely brutal.” 


and athleticism to keep the action on the 
outside. “Everyone wants another great bat- 
tle, and I think they'll get it? Corrales says. 
“Tt just might not have the same look.” 
Then again, if the conservative strategy 
doesn’t work and Corrales finds himself 
locked in another slasher flick of a fight, 
he’ll deal with it. “Whatever I have to do, 
I'll do? he says, the smile disappearing for 
the first time in hours. “A lot of fighters say 
it, but I mean it: I will die in that ring” o 
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YVOUG JTIE is back in the 
Boston area to finish his career 
with the Patriots—and to take on 
fully the never-ending challenge { 


of raising his autisticson 7\) 


' 
& 


BY KARL TARO GREENFELD 
Photograph by Michael J. LeBrecht II/1Deuce3 Photography 


!UCH HAS been made of 

Doug Flutie’s 13-year-old 

autistic son, but then, you can 

never make enough of him. 

How a boy like Dougie will 

wo m force you to rethink everything 

as he wrenches you onto the hardest track. How 
Dougie’s biological quirk renders most of life’s tra- 
vails laughable by comparison. The odds are over- 
whelming that Dougie will never feed himself with 
utensils, dress himself or wipe himself without as- 
sistance. Forget playing football, he may never even 
utter the word. And all that makes his father’s 
struggles as a pro—wandering the football hinter- 
lands for 20 years, from the USFL to the NFL to the 
CFL and back to the NFL and, finally, back home in 
New England; nine years between NFL starts, the 
second longest such stretch for a quarterback in NFL 
history; getting cut, repeatedly, and having to prove 
himself again and again (nine teams)—seem trivial. 
So some NFL coaches thought Doug was too short to 


be their quarterback. 
That’s a joke compared to 
Dougie’s being too mental- 
ly impaired to ever say his 
own name. 


I AM IN Doug Flutie’s 
kitchen in Natick, Mass. Out- 
side is a swimming pool and 
Dougie’s quarter-acre 
fenced-in play area full of 
slides, swings and climbing 
bars. It is early afternoon, 
and Doug sits at the counter 
that divides kitchen from 


in 
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dining room, sipping a Red 
Bull, talking about returning 
to his hometown—this 
house is just a good two-iron 
from the one he grew up 
in—and how one of the rea- 
sons he is so pleased to be back is that he'll have more time for Dougie. 
Laurie, his wife of 20 years, has borne the primary burden of caring 
for Dougie, and caring for a severely autistic child is much harder 
than raising most other so-called special children. Severely autistic 
children often progress fitfully, making torturously tiny strides amid 
steady backsliding. Their parents can feel that they are not teaching 
so much as merely keeping their children from injuring themselves. 


LOCAL HERO Flutie can still draw a 
crowd in New England, whether he’s 
at home, with Laurie, Alexa and 
Dougie (above), or at Fenway (left). 
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For Doug, after four seasons in San 
Diego, it had come down to two options 
last summer: retire or join the Super Bowl 
champion New England Patriots as back- 
up to Tom Brady. (At least two other 
teams expressed interest in bringing Flu- 
tie to camp; he turned them down.) He 
was fine with either path because both 
would lead him right here, to this kitchen, 
to his home. The house is as gilded as we 
would expect for an NFL quarterback’s: a 
tan-brick, two-story colonial at the top of 
a long, curving driveway with lampposts 
every 20 feet. There is a porch with two 


white rocking chairs, and next to thatis a 
full basketball court on which are parked 
an Escalade, a Denali and a Trans Am, 
In the garage are a black Ferrari, a silver 
Viper, a white Corvette and a purple 
Cadillac XLR. 

Doug knows that he has been lucky in 
many ways. Because of his last name and 
the Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for 
Autism, which the Fluties run for autis- 
tic kids, Dougie is among the most fa- 
mous autistic children in the world and 
thus the recipient of extraordinary care 
and special attention from the best doc- 
tors. Doug and Laurie also have a daugh- 
ter, Alexa, 17, who is lovely, smart and 
supportive. And Doug truly feels he was 
blessed that night 13 years ago to have a 
son, a beautiful boy. In his mind’s eye he 
was already envisioning all the things 
they would do together. 

“T have a nephew who is 14, Brett, a 
phenomenal little athlete? says Doug. “And 
Dougie will be 14 this year. As soon as both 
of them were born, that was what was in 
my mind. They would have been the same 
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Doug Flutie 


year at school. They would have gone 

through Little League together. They 

would have had so much fun. But then—” 
He stops. 


HEN DOUGIE walks into the 
room, I recognize him imme- 
diately. Not because of the 


striking resemblance to his father but be- 
cause of how similar he is to my own autis- 
tic younger brother, Noah. There is the 
same tipping of his head as he looks past 
you; the rubbing together of his fingers and 
thumbs; the mumbled, repetitious 


So some NF'L coaches 
thought Doug was 

too short. THAT’S A 
JOKE compared 

to Dougie’s being too 
mentally impaired to 
ever say his own name. 


SWEET CHARITY The Fluties established 
a foundation for the treatment of autistic 
kids in 1998, when Dougie was six (left). 


humming—muh-muh-muh-muh—of non- 
sensical syllables, But there is also the ethe- 
real beauty of the autistic, the innocent, 
cherubic expression and fixed boyish fea- 
tures. (The vast majority of autistic chil- 
dren, about 80%, are male.) In his perpet- 
ual state of suspended infantilism, the 
autistic retains a little of a newborn’s glow. 

But Dougie is 13 and Noah is 38, and I 
suspect I can see Dougie’s future and the 
Fluties’ struggles yet to come. Noah, be- 
cause of three popular books my father 
wrote about him and a 60 Minutes segment 
devoted to him, may have been the most 
famous autistic child of the 1970s. At 13 he 
was still living at home, just like Dougie. 
My parents rearranged their lives in myri- 
ad complicated and ultimately futile ways 
to care for Noah, just as the Fluties have 
for Dougie. And my parents and I main- 
tained the same stoic optimism that some- 
how, someway, our boy would improve 
enough so that he could talk or take care 
of himself or even just get a little “better.” 
Doug and Laurie profess to being similar- 


ly sanguine about Dougie, qualifying every 


expression of despair with a quick “but we 
never count Dougie out.” They insist that 
their parental hopes will never die, that 
Dougie talks in their dreams. 

Dougie, of course, is receiving the best 
treatment available, yet I wonder if he is 
bound to disappoint, as Noah did, because 
it is in the nature of autism to frustrate al- 
most all who try to treat it or live with it. 
For Dougie to ever become anything like 
normal would require a miracle far greater 
than the one his father pulled off on that 
foggy Florida night in the Orange Bowl. 

Autistics can be maddening in their non- 
progression. Doug’s patience as a father 
has been tested, and his role as a father has 
already become highly unconventional. 
There will be none of the usual father-and- 
son pleasures of ball games or pancake 
breakfasts; instead, there is the domestic 
banality of helping Dougie use the toilet at 
an age when he should be teaching him 
which base to throw to. Boys like Dougie, 
or Noah, can wear you down, take every- 
thing you have and even make you ques- 
tion the validity of your marriage—divorce 
rates for parents of autistic kids are be- 
tween 70% and 80%. Laurie was a cheer- 
leader in Natick High, the popular girl who 
met the school’s star quarterback the first 
day of her freshman year. “I found mine? 
she told her friends at lunch that day. In 
1985 LIFE ran a full-page photo of the 
newly wedded Fluties, holding silver gob- 
lets full of champagne, Laurie’s eyes closed 
as if in postnuptial bliss. 

Twenty years later Laurie is a stubborn, 
proud, intelligent woman who vows that 
she will fight through all of the challenges 
of her son’s affliction with her husband. 
“Sure, it makes you question everything,’ 
she says. “But not the relationship.” 


AT 42 Doug Flutie is slightly wrinkled— 
creases as narrow as paper cuts radiate 
from his mouth, nose and eyes—and his 
hair, up close, is tinged with gray. Yet his 
face remains so indelibly linked with our 
own memories of his youth, of that game, 
of that pass—November 23, 1984, 0:00 on 
the clock, Flutie to Gerard Phelan on a Hail 
Mary, Boston College 47, Miami 45—that 
he will always be 22 years old. 
Sportswriters typically describe Flutie 
as boyish, but perhaps that is just another 
way of saying he is short. With his speed, 
arm strength, quickness and intelligence 
he represents the textbook quarterback... 
except that he is a crucial three inches too 
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than you think. We're the National Endowment 
for Financial Education, a nonprofit foundation 

with nothing to sell and a lot to tell. For over 30 
_ years, we've helped people just like you get smart 
about their money. Come to us for sound advice 
and practical information on how to start achieving 
all your financial goals. For everything from 
getting out of debt to managing your money wisely 
to saving for the future - we're here to help. 


www. smartaboutmoney.org 


It’s time to get smart about your money. 
& ee J y 


‘NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR 


‘FINANCIAL EDUCATION 


reams 


ro 


Help Rebuild Their 


SI and the National Recreation and Park Association have established the 

SI Gulf Coast Community Sports Relief Fund to assist in the rebuilding of local 
sports facilities and programs in areas affected by the Gulf Coast hurricanes. 

SI kicked off the fund drive with a $25,000 donation and now we're asking for 
your assistance in the recovery. One hundred percent of all donations will be 
distributed directly to communities in need, and all donations are tax-deductible. 


Please donate at www.communityseason.com/SI-NRPA-katrina and 
help these communities thrive again. 


HEINZ KLUETMEIER; CHUCK SOLOMON; WILLIAM R. SMITH; JOHN D. HANLON; JOHN BIEVER; CHUCK SOLOMON; ANNE GLASSBOURG; BOB ROSATO; JOHN W. MCDONOUGH; DAMIAN STROHMEYER 


short. So even though his diminutive 
stature has helped him by making him a 
quicker, smaller target for tacklers, he has 
always needed to overcome the conven- 
tional wisdom and fight hard for playing 
time: at Boston College, in New Jersey 
(with the Generals of the USFL), then in 
Chicago, New England, British Columbia, 
Calgary, Toronto, Buffalo and San Diego. 
Even on those rare occasions, as in San 
Diego, when he was assured the starting 
job, it was always with a “Yeah, but,” the 
understanding being that he was just fill- 
ing in until someone better—taller— 
showed up. 

That made him resilient, humble even, 
and, probably, a better father than he might 
have been otherwise. He has never taken for 
granted success or opportunity. He knows 
that you have to find a way to go on even 
when you have no idea what you are sup- 
posed to do. “You don’t have a choice?’ Doug 
says. “My whole career, every place I’ve been, 
I’ve had to start over. So with Dougie, it was 
kind of the same situation. For a while you're 
going through the Why, why, why? but then 
it’s, O.K.—what do I do now?” 


FOR HIS FIRST two years Dougie devel- 
oped as any little boy should. Crawling, and 
then walking. Forming syllables and then 
words. Doug was playing for the Calgary 
Stampeders at the time. After that 1994 sea- 
son Laurie flew with Alexa and Dougie back 
to Natick for the holidays. Over a period of 
about four weeks, between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, she began to notice Dougie 
becoming nonresponsive, as if he couldn’t 
hear her. “I had his ears tested?’ says Lau- 
rie. “Then, when it wasn’t that, I was wor- 
ried he had a brain tumor.” 

Being told by a doctor that your child 
has severe autism is like someone telling 
you to drop all your plans for the rest of 
your life. “You get the diagnosis,” says 
Doug, “and that just wipes the slate clean.” 

And then Dougie’s regression seemed 
to accelerate, and for Laurie and Doug 
there was the sense that they were losing 
their child, that his personality and intel- 
lect were vanishing before their eyes. “Sen- 
tences become words, words become noth- 
ing,” says Doug, “That’s the way it went.” 


“Wy OR MANY of us there is no great 

| " lesson to learn from autism. The 
<i. kids don’t teach you anything except, 
maybe, by grinding you into submission, pa- 
tience. Autism is a problem that can’t be 


Short Shrift 


Asa pro, Doug Flutie has been a scrambling Ulysses, 
forever searching for honor, ahome. . . and a little respect 


solved. And it sounds cruel to say this, but 
in its intransigence, it can be more difficult 
for the family than a terminal disease. A 
cancer patient, tragically, will die, but that 
will allow survivors to grieve, mourn and 
somehow go on. But a child with severe 
autism will, in all likelihood, outlive his par- 
ents. This problem, for Laurie and Doug, 
will never end. 

Yet Flutie’s whole career has been in de- 
fiance of very long odds. From the moment 
we first heard of him, as the quarterback 
of the Boston College Eagles who threw for 
more yards than anyone ever, and won the 
Heisman Trophy, there was always the 
quick follow-up: “... but too bad he’s too 
short to play in the pros.” Among the quar- 
terbacks NFL scouts rated above Flutie the 
year he graduated were Steve Calabria, 
Steve Bono and Paul Berner. (The Los An- 
geles Rams took Flutie in the 11th round 
in 1985; they traded his rights to the Bears 
in 1986.) If it weren’t for Donald Trump, 
we may never have known what Flutie 
could do as a pro. In 1985 Trump signed 
Flutie for a then-unheard-of $8.3 million to 


play alongside Herschel Walker for the 
USFL’s New Jersey Generals. Yet even in 
the USEFL, he was slotted behind Brian Sipe 
on the depth chart, and then, before what 
would have been his second season, he was 
told that the team would be merging with 
the Houston Gamblers and that their guy, 
Jim Kelly, would be the starter. 

The USFL folded before its 1986 season, 
and Flutie set out on his tour of North 
America. To Chicago in 1986, New England 
in ’87, British Columbia in ’90, Calgary in 
’92 and Toronto in ’96. He finally returned 
to the NFL with Buffalo in ’98. He became 
a walking “Where is he now?” his every ap- 
pearance prefaced with a “Remember 
when. ...?” In 1988 Bears starting QB Jim 
McMahon publicly dismissed his former 
backup as “America’s midget.” During Flu- 
tie’s first stint with New England, in ’88, 
coach Raymond Berry benched Flutie and 
said, “Maybe you should go into coaching.” 

Flutie looked at him and shook his 
head:“You really don’t know me very well, 
do you?” 

What the height-obsessed coaches and 
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general managers didn’t see was that Flu- 
tie would play quarterback for a flag- 
football team—which he did for a while 
during the off-season in the late ’80s in 
Massachusetts. “Careerwise,’ Flutie says, 
“you would think when I got released by 
New England and went to Canada, that 
would have been a low point, but no. I had 
more fun playing up there than I ever had 
playing football anywhere else.” The con- 
ditions were not first-rate. “I’ve sat ina 
locker room in Saskatchewan with wooden 
lockers and nails in the walls for hooks,” 
says Flutie. “We played in Winnipeg, where 


there was no heat in the locker room and 
the showers were cold. At no point in my 
career have I been spoiled.” 

Yet he says he found himself as a pro 
quarterback in Canada, having a blast 
with three-down offenses, spread forma- 
tions and forward motion before the snap, 
on teams for which he was his own of- 
fensive coordinator, on franchises where 
he was the only player anyone in the lower 
48 had ever heard of. South of the Cana- 
dian border all we ever saw of him were 
the occasional highlights from some 
slightly too long field with slightly too 
many players on it that reminded us of 
that pass. Still, in Canada, Doug Flutie had 
the most productive season of any pro- 
fessional quarterback anywhere, ever, 
throwing for 6,619 yards in 1991 for the 
British Columbia Lions. 

When he returned to the NFL in 1998 
to serve as Rob Johnson’s backup in Buf- 
falo (he took over for the injured Johnson 
that year and led the Bills to the playoffs), 
Flutie found the NFL had so changed that 
his style of scrambling, improvisational 
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quarterbacking had become commonplace. 
In his entire NFL career he has thrown 
only as many completions, for as many 
yards, as Peyton Manning does in a little 
more than three seasons, but Flutie has 
lasted through seven presidential terms 
during which movie tickets have gone from 
$3.55 to $6.21, the Dow Jones has gone 
from 1,500 to 10,500, and the progressive- 
rock group Yes has gone through 13 mem- 
bers. He’s the oldest position player in the 
NFL. He is one of only two active players 
from the USFL, and he’s outlasted Jim 
McMahon by nearly a decade. And here he 


In this second stint 
with the Patriots, 
Flutie has almost 
NOTHING LEFT TO 
PROVE to himself 
and everything to 
revel in. 


BENCH JOCKEY Brady (left) says Flutie 
has been an invaluable teacher and 
teammate, even though he plays little. 


is, still in uniform, learning yet another 
system and playbook. 

In this second stint with the Patriots, 
Flutie has almost nothing left to prove to 
himself and everything to revel in. He’s the 
backup quarterback on the Super Bowl 
champs, a hometown hero playing out his 
career amid those who have adored him 
for decades. “Doug has brought in an ex- 
perience level that nobody on our team 
has,” says Patriots coach Bill Belichick. 
“He’s pretty much done everything from a 
scheme standpoint, and he’s been very gen- 
erous about passing that information 
along.” 

Tom Brady agrees: “He’s a smart guy. 
I’ve learned a lot from him over the past 
few months.” 

Flutie, walking through his living room, 
laughs at the irony of ending up here, back 
home. “You couldn’t have planned it this 
way,” he says. “Hey, I’m just looking for 
an excuse to retire so I can play summer 
league baseball, go coach my nephews, 
play pickup basketball. I’ve always had 
that ability to move on to the next thing. 


Maybe Dougie’s situation has helped put 
everything into perspective—you deal with 
that and go forward.” 


NE OF THE most curious sports 
O controversies of this past summer 

involved Doug Flutie’s catching 
foul balls during Red Sox games at Fen- 
way Park. Sports radio hosts said that Flu- 
tie’s stature as a professional athlete 
should have precluded him from bringing 
a glove to Fenway. It was puzzling, cer- 
tainly, that he caught four balls in the five 
games he attended: one while he was sit- 
ting in a luxury box and the ball rolled into 
the box and died at his feet; the others 
while sitting atop the Green Monster or 
behind first base. Each time Flutie came 
down with a ball, the television cameras 
would find him and show him grinning, 
holding up the prize. 

“That’s just Doug;” says Laurie. “He’s a 
big kid. He won’t go to a baseball game 
without bringing his glove.” 

“No way,’ Flutie agrees. “Now I just have 
to hide it in my bag.” 

We're in his Escalade, driving toward 
Fenway. Seated in back are four boys, in- 
cluding two brothers, San Diego natives 
Hank and Nick Hendricks, 19 and 17, re- 
spectively. Doug has arranged with the 
Red Sox for these kids to catch batting 
practice home run balls atop the Green 
Monster. Why these boys are here says 
more about Doug Flutie than he is will- 
ing to admit. When the Fluties were liv- 
ing in San Diego, Alexa was a cheerleader 
at La Jolla High. Her boyfriend was Nick 
Hendricks, and Nick’s older brother, 
Hank, was the school’s backup quarter- 
back as a junior. Doug, who went to 
games to support his daughter, noticed 
Hank and liked what little of him he saw— 
Hank had a good throwing motion, de- 
cent footwork, intelligence and, the trait 
Doug most admires, an intense love of the 
game. So he began to work with Hank al- 
most daily, and then helped him get a 
scholarship at the University of New 
Hampshire, up the road from Natick. “If 
I’m going to go watch my daughter cheer- 
lead, then I want to watch a good football 
game. I would watch Hank throw, move 
around, and I don’t know, I just thought 
he should get a chance.” 

Only Doug Flutie would go to a high 
school game and notice the backup quar- 
terback. It could be that Flutie was also 
making up for his own loss. It should be 
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Dougie riding with his pop to Fenway to 
catch batting practice balls and learning 
to read defenses and joining the Flutie 
family recreation league basketball team. 
Instead, Doug has transferred some of his 
paternal energy to these boys. “Oh, you 
always wonder, What if?,” says Laurie. 
“Imagining Dougie getting older, playing 
sports, going to college, driving, all those 
things you want for any of your children. 
When you realize that’s not going to hap- 
pen, it kind of hits you hard. You deal with 
it in different ways.” 

At Fenway, after depositing the boys in 
their seats, Laurie and Doug pass through 
a gate in the barrier that divides the 
stands from foul territory and step onto 
the field, past the Red Sox players taking 
batting practice and a host of sports 
media figures—Stuart Scott, Peter Gam- 
mons, Chris Berman—here two hours be- 
fore the final game of a Red Sox-Yankees 
series. Flutie is wearing baggy Levis, a 
TROT NIXON T-shirt and a tan Red Sox 
cap that, when he turns it backward, 
makes him look about seven years old. 
Despite two superstar-studded lineups, 
he elicits more screams and calls for au- 
tographs than any one else at the park 
that day. The favorite son has returned to 
Boston, and fans gathered along the foul 
lines waiting with balls, caps and pro- 
grams are almost hysterical as he walks 
to the outfield to greet Red Sox buddies 
Johnny Damon, Bronson Arroyo and 
David Wells. 

“What's up, Quarterback?” says Wells. 
“Why aren’t you at work?” 

“One more week,’ says Flutie. “I’m 
dreading it.” 

Wells nods and throws the ball across 
the outfield to one of his sons. “You know 
how it is. Once you’re back, you'll get 
into it.” 

Flutie nods. “How do you like being 
here?” 

“At this point in my career,’ Wells says, “I 
want to come out to the park and have a 
good time. The atmosphere here is loose. 
My kids can come out on the field with me 
during BP. Back in New York? With the 
Yankees? I could never do this.” 

Flutie, a lifetime Red Sox fan, laughs and 
wanders over to the fans seeking auto- 
graphs beyond the first base foul line. A 
young woman starts crying when he signs 
her Red Sox cap. 

Only one foul ball was hit near Flutie 
that night. He didn’t catch it. 


Later, driving back to Natick, Flutie and 
the boys are joking about a drunken fan 
who ran onto the field during the game 
and had to be chased down by security 
guards, Then Flutie is struck by a funny 
notion. What if he ran onto the field at Fen- 
way? What if that became his trademark? 
“You know, “Doug Flutie, he always runs 
on the field during Red Sox games, ” he 
laughs. “It could be like a tradition.” 

For a moment we try to imagine it: Once 
the fans realized it was Flutie, they would 
probably start cheering and the players 
would come over to high-five him, and is 


impending weight. I have two young 
daughters, and I live in New York City, 
thousands of miles from Noah’s supported- 
living home in South Central Los Angeles. 
Looking out for Noah is close to a full-time 
job for my parents. Almost every day he 
poses a new problem. He is losing weight. 
He’s been attacking his caregivers. He is 
having an adverse reaction to his medica- 
tions. As Noah has aged, everything about 
caring for him has become more 
complicated. 

As I’m going through this litany, Doug 
and Laurie become quiet. Though they’ve 


Flutie’s face remains 
so indelibly linked 
with our own memories 
of his youth, of 

that game, OF THAT 
PASS, that he will 
always be 22 years old. 


DOG DAYS After 20 years as a pro, 
Flutie was contemplating retirement this 
summer until the Patriots called him. 


there a cop in Boston who would arrest 
Doug Flutie? 

Hank, the aspiring quarterback, shakes 
his head and says, “But could they even 
catch you?” 

Flutie smiles. Probably not, he thinks. 
“The thing is, because it’s me, they 
wouldn’t even try. They would be like, Oh, 
it’s Doug. Go, Doug!” 


BACK HOME, as soon as Laurie is 
through the door, she goes upstairs to 
check on Dougie, who was being cared 
for by a tutor. Earlier, over burgers at a 
restaurant in Fenway Park, Laurie asked 
about my brother, Noah. Where is he 
now? How is he doing? How are my par- 
ents handling it? She says she’s talked to 
Alexa about Dougie, and worries about 
the inevitability of Dougie’s burden being 
handed down to her daughter. I tell her 
that as my parents age—my father is 77 
and my mother is 74—I assume that I will 
have to become my brother’s primary 
keeper. 

I explain that I don’t really feel up to this 


raised millions for autism research, they 
are too realistic to assume there will be a 
miracle cure. How different will Dougie’s 
path be from Noah’s? They must know, 
as surely as one day Doug’s playing ca- 
reer will be over, that the challenges of 
caring for Dougie will multiply. They 
know that conditions in state facilities for 
the developmentally disabled are squalid 
and you wouldn’t wish them upon a 
healthy person, much less a sick child. 
You want to keep these kids home as long 
as humanly possible. But at some 
point. ... “What will happen to Dougie 
if we’re gone?” Laurie asks. 

Doug looks away. Then he smiles back 
at Laurie. 

Doug Flutie always finds a way to win, 
doesn’t he? o 


You can contribute to the Doug Flutie, Jr. 
Foundation for Autism by going to 
www.dougflutiejrfoundation.org or by send- 
ing a check or money order to The Doug Flu- 
tie, Jr. Foundation for Autism Inc., P.O. 
Box 767, Framingham, MA 01701. 
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GRAND SAM Notre Dame wideout Jeff 
Samardzija needed every inch of his 6’ 5” . 
frame to make a catch that went for 41 yards 

and set up the Fighting Irish’s first touchdown 

in their 49-28 victory at Purdue last Saturday. 
Samardzija finished with seven catches, and 

Notre Dame climbed to No. {2 in the AP poll. 
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Michael Heinz/Journal and Courier/AP 
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College Football 
Miami safety Kenny Phillips is one of many 
true freshmen making an impact * Mack 
Brown has to go for broke against 
Oklahoma * Maryland's offense heats up 


The NFL 


The Chargers put it all together on the first 
stop of a grueling six-game stretch * The 
Jaguars’ attack lacks bite « Want a new 
stadium? Let the commissioner pave the way 


Boxing 

Clowning more than fighting, Roy Jones Jr. 
takes another beating from champ 

Antonio Tarver in their light heavyweight 
rubber match « A slate of intriguing matchups 
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‘(5 () College Football 


by Phil Taylor 


QUICK STUDIES 
College ball hasn't been 
difficult so far for 
(clockwise from left) 
Phillips, Shaughnessy, 
~Rifiger and Charles. 


Sudden Impact 
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er room is both a temptation to Hurricanes freshmen and a 
constant reminder of their lowly place in their team’s caste sys- 
tem. Upperclassmen lounge on it, catching a nap or watching the big- 
screen TV, but the couch is off-limits to the Baby Canes, as they’re called. 
The true freshmen—thatis, actual first-year players, not academic sopho- 
mores who were redshirted—are warned immediately: Should their 
rumps ever rest on the sectional, there will be consequences so severe 
that freshman free safety Kenny Phillips can’t even bring himself to 
divulge them. “Trust me, I don’t think you want to know,’ he says. 
Phillips is the daring sort, so it’s not surprising that he has risked 
his well-being by sneaking a sit-down or two when no veterans were 
in sight. But even if he were caught, it’s doubtful that Miami coach- 
es would let the older Hurricanes exact their pound of flesh; the team 
needs the kid too much for that. Four games into his college career, 
the 6' 2", 200-pound Phillips-has not only worked his way into the 
starting lineup but also become one of the team’s leading tacklers, 
and he has inspired comparisons with former Hurricanes safeties Ed 


T HE HUGE, comfy leather couch that sits in the Miami lock- 
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Reed and Sean Taylor, who are 
now NFL standouts. In No. 9 
Miami's second game, Phillips’s 
first as a starter, he made 13 tack- 
les and intercepted a pass in 
overtime to seal a 36-30 win 
over Clemson. 


None of that is enough to win 
Phillips a spot on the coveted 
couch, but it has earned him a 
place among a distinguished 
group of freshmen who aren’t 
sitting, watching and learning, 
but instead are rushing, receiv- 
ing, tackling and otherwise en- 
ergizing teams. “It’s still a rare 
case when you find a young man 
right out of high school who can 
compete on this level,’ says 
Miami coach Larry Coker. “But 
there do seem to be more of them 
making a difference than there 
were even a few years ago.” Three 
of the nation’s top 20 rushers are 
true freshmen: Northwestern’s 


Tyrell Sutton, whose 132.0 yards 


per game rank fourth; Central 
Michigan’s Ontario Sneed, whose 
114.0 average puts him 13th; and 
Jamaal Charles of Texas, who 
is 15th with 111.8 (and is eighth 
in yards per carry, with 8.1). 

Running back is the position 
richest in impact freshmen. 
Michigan State’s Javon Ringer 
broke the school’s freshman rush- 
ing record with 194 yards on 
13 carries in the Spartans’ 61-14 
win over Illinois on Sept. 24, and 
TCU tailback Aaron Brown, who 
hadn’t run the ball once in the 
Horned Frogs’ first two games, 
broke loose for 163 yards on 
17 carries in a 23-20 win over 
Utah on Sept. 15, which ended 
the Utes’ 18-game winning streak. 
But youngsters are making their 
mark at other spots as well, in- 
cluding at wide receiver (Cal’s 
DeSean Jackson), on the defen- 
sive line (Louisville tackle Earl 
Heyman and Wisconsin end 
Matthew Shaughnessy) and on 
the offensive line (Virginia guard 
Branden Albert). 

However, even such natural 
talent doesn’t elevate the new- 
comers’ status within their teams. 
Some of Miami’s veterans were 
less than thrilled when Phillips 
predicted at the beginning of 
training camp that he would lead 
the team in interceptions. “I had 
to calm him down a little bit” 
says junior safety Brandon Meri- 
weather. “He was thinking he was 
the man when he really wasn’t. 
He had to understand that as a 
freshman, he couldn’t come in 
talking trash, that people might 
take it the wrong way. Now he 
gets it. He’s grown up a lot just 
in the short time he’s been here?” 

Phillips, the USA Today De- 
fensive Player of the Year last sea- 
son at Carol City High in Miami, 
has as much self-confidence as 
ever, but he’s more diplomatic 
in expressing it. “I don’t mean for 
it to sound like bragging?’ he says, 
“but I set goals for myself and I 
don’t mind telling people what 
those goals are. Leading the team 
in interceptions is still one of 
them.” Another is to someday be 
considered superior to Reed and 
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Taylor, two players whose lega- 
cy helped draw him to Miami. 
Phillips fits perfectly into the line 
of great Miami safeties—he'’s big, 
brash, homegrown, athletic and, 
when he has to be, nasty. “I love 
to hit guys,” he says. “I’d rather 
make a big hit than get an inter- 
ception. I had a couple of [big hits] 
when we played Colorado. The 
receivers came across the middle, 
and I got there at the same time 
the ball did. You could hear the 
little gasp of air come out of them 
when I hit them. It was great” 
Phillips doesn’t rely on instinct 
and athletic ability alone. He also 
works overtime in the film room, 


LEAP OF FAITH A starter since 
Day One, Jackson (I) has been 
golden at wideout for the Bears. 


studying not only with his coach- 
es but also with his teammates 
and on his own. “He seemed to 
understand right from the start 
that he couldn’t come in here 
and succeed purely on ability— 
there are a lot of guys with lots 
of ability at this level? says Miami 
secondary coach Tim Walton. 
“What’s going to set him apart 
is that he’s a physical talent and 
an intelligent player.” 

All of which bodes well for 
Phillips’s future, one that looks 
exceedingly bright. “It’s not an 
easy adjustment, and I still make 
mistakes,’ says Phillips, “but I feel 
like ’'m pulling my weight and 
getting the respect from the older 
guys. I’ve earned my spot on this 
team.’ But not on the couch. There 
are some things even the best 
freshmen still must wait for. Oo 


Young Guns 


Kenny Phillips of Miami 
and Derrick Williams and 
Justin King of surprising 

Penn State beg: her aren't 
the only true freshmen 
making big plays 


Jamaal Charles 

RB, TEXAS The 6' 1" 190- 
pounder leads Longhorns in 
rushing (111.8 yards per game); 
his six catches for 69 yards was 
instrumental in victory over 
Ohio State 


Steven Davis 
DE, MINNESOTA Undersized 

(6' 2", 230 pounds) pass rusher 
has started every game and 
leads | Gophers with three sacks 


Keegan Herring 

RB, ARIZONA STATE What he 
lacks in size (5' 10", 179 
pounds) he makes up for in 
speed (4.3 in the 40). In five 
games has averaged 96.8 yards 
and 6.9 per carry 

DeSean Jackson 

WR, CAL The 6-foot 175- 
pounder has been spectacular, 
scoring touchdowns on his first 
catch (31 yards) and his first 
punt return (49 yards) 


Braxton Kelley 

LB, KENTUCKY Third on the 
team in tackles (25), this 6' 2" 
220-pounder, a high school 
defensive end, has started all 
four games at middle linebacker 


Michael Oher 

OT, MISSISSIPPI Rated by one 
recruiting service as nation’s top 
tackle, the 6' 5" 330-pounder 
has started the | last three games 


Javon Ringer 

RB, MICHIGAN STATE The 5' 9", 
195-pound scatback has rushed 
for a team-best 404 yards, 
including a school freshman- 
record 194 yards against Illinois 
Matthew Shaughnessy 

DE, WISCONSIN With several of 
his linemates banged up, the 

6' 6" 225-pounder has stepped 
forward, ranking third on team 
in tackles for loss (five) and tied 
for third in sacks (two) 


Tyrell Sutton 

RB, NORTHWESTERN Jnserted 
after an injury to the starter, 
the 5'9" 190-pounder has 
become nation’s top freshman 
rusher (132.0 yards per game) 


© More from Stewart Mandel at SI.com/collegefootball. 


STEWART MANDEL’S 


Two-Minute Drill 


HOT TOPIC 

Mack Brown and Texas have to beat 
Oklahoma on Saturday. The Longhorns 
coach (right) has taken a lot of flak for 
his five-game losing streak against Bob 
Stoops and the hated Sooners, espe- 
cially given the scores in 2000 (63-14) ahs 
and’03 (65-13). This is the first time since the skid began, though, 
that Texas clearly has the better team. Oklahoma was undefeated 
going into the five previous games; now Texas is unbeaten, at 4-0, 
while the Sooners are 2-2. UT is ranked No. 2, while OU is un- 
ranked. Brown and offensive coordinator Greg Davis have been 
criticized for conservative play-calling against the Sooners, but 
with a savvy leader in quarterback Vince Young and a ferocious 
defensive line that should manhandle Oklahoma’s young blockers, 
there's no excuse not to open things up this time. 


UNDER THE RADAR 

Memphis running back DeAngelo Williams 
Despite the presence of Williams (left), 
who rushed for 1,948 yards and 22 touch- 
downs last season, the Tigers figured to 
struggle this fall because they had to re- 
place a four-year starter at quarterback 
and four starting offensive linemen. The 
outlook got worse when Memphis’s top 
two quarterbacks went down with broken legs. But the 5’ 10", 
217-pound Williams has put the team on his back, stringing together 
three consecutive 200-yard games, including a 35-carry, 236-yard 
outing last Saturday in which he scored the game-winning touch- 
down to knock off previously unbeaten UTEP. The Tigers improved 
to 2-2 and could wind up competing for the Conference USA title. 


THREE AND OUT 

Watch out for Maryland (3-2). Twice in coach Ralph Fried- 

gen’s five-year tenure (in 2002 and ’03) the Terps have over- 
come multiple early losses to produce a !0-victory season. In 
last Saturday’s 45-33 win over No. [9 Virginia, Maryland's pre- 
viously stagnant offense exploded for 570 yards, including a 
breakout performance from sophomore running back Lance Ball 
(I7 carries, 163 yards, two touchdowns). 

The Big East's loss of Miami, Virginia Tech and Boston Col- 

lege to the ACC has decimated the conference. The league’s 
teams are just 13-15 against Division I-A opponents this season, 
and last weekend a trio of its members suffered embarrassing 
defeats to ACC opponents. West Virginia, Syracuse and new Big 
East member South Florida were throttled by Virginia Tech, Flor- 
ida State and Miami, respectively, by a combined 99-38. 

Bill Callahan's radical offensive makeover of Nebraska (4-0) 

looks to be complete. After decades as an exemplar of the 
power-running team, the Huskers rushed for just 36 yards— 
their lowest total in 38 years—in their 27-20 double-overtime 
victory against lowa State, but they won thanks to quarterback 
Zac Taylor’s school-record 431 yards passing. 


nisl The NFL 


Fully C 


A dominant win over New England on 
the road was an impressive first step ina 
grueling six-game stretch for San Diego 


season is strictly enforced. On the schedule posted in the club- 

house last week the only one of the team’s 13 remaining games 
that was visible was AT NEW ENGLAND. Coach Marty Schotten- 
heimer had the rest covered so his players would focus on Sunday’s 
matchup and not dwell on a brutal six-game stretch that, beginning 
with the date in Foxborough, includes three trips to the East Coast. 
The other games in that span: Pittsburgh, at Oakland, at Philadel- 
phia, Kansas City, at the New York Jets. And in four of those matchups 
the Chargers’ opponents will be well rested, coming off byes. 

Schottenheimer bites his lip and mostly declines to comment about 
the schedule. He preaches that the only play that matters is the next 
play, the only game that matters is the next game. He won’t give his 
team a chance to make excuses. But after one of the great wins in 
franchise history, a 41-17 rout of the Patriots in front of a shocked 
sellout crowd at Gillette Stadium, Schottenheimer took a deep breath 
and considered the hard road his team faces. “If we get to the play- 
offs?’ he said, “we will have gone through an absolute crucible of 
fire to get there.” 

Recent history bears him out. From 2001 through ’04 only three 
of the 48 teams that made the playoffs had schedules that ranked 
among the 10 toughest in the NFL for their respective seasons. It’s 
likely that San Diego’s 2005 slate will end up falling into that cate- 
gory. But don’t ask the players to take the long view. “I’ve been 
with Marty a long time, linebacker Donnie Edwards said after Sun- 


I N THE Chargers’ locker room these days, a myopic view of the 
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POWERBALL Tomlinson (left) 
and his mates (below) ground 
up the Pats in a 41-17 upset. 


day’s win, “and all I know is the 
next game.” 

After the Chargers stuttered 
offensively and lost their first 
two games—to the Cowboys and 
the Broncos, leaving the im- 
pression that the defending AFC 
West champs’ reign atop the di- 
vision would be a short one— 
they couldn’t wait to get to the 
next game: home against the Gi- 
ants. San Diego unleashed All- 
Pro running back LaDainian 
Tomlinson for 192 rushing yards 
and three touchdowns and rout- 
ed New York 45-23. 

Checking the schedule board, 
the Chargers then focused on the 
Patriots and handed them their 
first loss in Foxborough since De- 
cember 2002. San Diego exposed 
the beat-up Pats’ every weakness 
and played to its own strengths: 
running the ball 60% of the time, 
passing efficiently and defend- 
ing the run. The Chargers rushed 
for 183 yards, including 134 by 
Tomlinson, while holding New 
England to 73. They clinched the 
game with a muscle-flexing scor- 
ing drive that ate up 8:55 of the 
fourth quarter. San Diego quar- 
terback Drew Brees kept 2004 


first-round pick Philip Rivers 
nailed to the bench with a 19-for- 
24 passing performance good for 
248 yards, no interceptions and 
two pinpoint touchdown pass- 
es—an 1l-yarder to Keenan 
McCardell and a 28-yarder to 
Reche Caldwell—of the variety 
usually thrown by the guy on the 
other side of the field, Tom Brady. 
But on this day the best quar- 
terback was Brees, no contest. 


The solid thumping of the 
three-time Super Bowl champs, 
who were coming off a great 
comeback win at Pittsburgh, was 
alittle shocking even to the Charg- 
ers. “I'll probably believe it when 
I wake up in the morning;” tack- 
le Roman Oben said afterward. 
“T wish I could have watched this 
game from the stands. We give 
up no sacks, rush for 183— 


Dispatches 


The Jets are in a salary-cap pickle with quarterback Chad Penning- 
ton, who may undergo his second rotator-cuff surgery of 2005. His 
cap number next year is $15 million, and he is due a roster bonus of 
$3 million in March; even if New York were to cut him—a long shot, 
but not an impossibility—it would still take a $12 million hit on the 06 
cap because of Pennington’s prorated signing bonus. The only way 
for the Jets to get relief is to redo the contract, but Pennington’s 
agent, Tom Condon, drives a hard bargain. Without that relief, the 
club won't be able to spend big on another quarterback. ... The 
Patriots could end all the talk about a possible 2005 return by line- 
backer Tedy Bruschi, who is working out regularly and showing no ill 
effects from his minor stroke last February, if they put him on injured 
reserve. The fact that they haven't means there's still a chance Bruschi 
will play in the second half of the season. . . . Cardinals kicker Neil 
Rackers, !6 for I6 on field goal tries through Week 4, must average 
two field goals a game for the rest of the season to break the record 
of 39 in a season, shared by Olindo Mare (1999) and Jeff Wilkins 
(2003)... . So much for the revival of the Kansas City defense. 
Quarterbacks are completing 65% of their passes against the Chiefs. 
For K.C., that’s like facing Joe Montana every week. 
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against the Patriots. Amazing.” 

Added Tomlinson, “I’m on the 
sideline in the fourth quarter 
looking up at the scoreboard, 
and I see 31-17, and I think to 
myself, This is really happening. 
We're beating New England at 
their place, really beating them.” 

Resplendent in a black pin- 
stripe suit and purple shoes, 
Tomlinson walked briskly out of 
Gillette Stadium, pulling a suit- 
case on rollers with one hand 
and carrying a wrapped sand- 
wich and a quart of Gatorade in 
the other. Though he had just 
played the physical Patriots, he 
looked surprisingly fresh, like a 
young executive striding through 
an airport to make a flight. For 
someone who takes a pounding 
each game—most defensive co- 
ordinators believe that if they 
stop Tomlinson, they stop the 
Chargers—he has shown re- 


CAGED CATS Like the rest of 
the Jaguars’ offense, Jones 
hasn't produced as expected. 


markable durability, missing only 
one game to injury in four-plus 
seasons. He has scored 68 touch- 
downs in 68 career games, in- 
cluding the postseason. “When 
I get near the goal line;’ he says, 
“T smell the end zone” 

San Diego won’t continue to 
average 43 points a game, as they 
have over the last two weeks, but 
with Brees and Tomlinson at the 
top of their games, opponents 


can’t key on one element of the 
offense. Four weeks into the sea- 
son, which team is the toughest 
in the league on both sides of 
the ball? Indianapolis? Tampa? 
Cincinnati? You can’t have that 
discussion without including the 
Chargers, even with their for- 
bidding schedule. 


JAGUARS’ OFFENSE 


Going South in 
The AFC South 


In the wake of a 20-7 home loss 
to the Broncos on Sunday, which 
dropped them to 2-2, the Jaguars 
have to fix their offense and take 
full advantage of the mostly weak 
schedule that remains (two games 
with Tennessee, two with Hous- 
ton and one each with Arizona, 
Cleveland and San Francisco) 
to contend for a playoff berth. 
Jacksonville has gone 
54 straight games with- 
out scoring 30 points— 
Detroit currently has 
the second-longest such 
streak, at 19 games—and 
the Jaguars haven’t got- 
ten a bang for their buck 
from first-round pick 
Matt Jones. 

A quarterback turned 
wide receiver out of 
Arkansas, Jones has only 
117 combined receiving 
and rushing yards in four 
games, and in Sunday’s 
loss he short-armed a 
throw from QB Byron 
Leftwich, enabling Den- 
ver’s Nick Ferguson to pick it off. 
And though Leftwich has earned 
his reputation as a gutty player 
who withstands big hits, he takes 
many of those blows because he 
holds the ball too long in the 
pocket and can’t escape the rush. 

Even more disconcerting is 
Jacksonville’s penchant for mak- 
ing mistakes. The Jaguars com- 
mitted 15 penalties on Sunday— 
a stunning number for a home 
team presumably not bothered 
by the crowd—including six false 
starts. Said left guard Vince 
Manuwai, “How can you have 
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King’s Corner 


HOT READ 

The most stunning stat through 
Week 4? Even after a 31-10 
rout of the Titans on Sunday, 
the Colts ranked I7th in the NFL 
in offense, |5th in passing. Last 
year the Peyton Manning Ex- 
press finished second and first, 
respectively, in those departments. “Defenses are lining up deep, 
keeping two safeties back,” Tennessee defensive coordinator Jim 
Schwartz said last week. “They're playing the slot aggressively 
so Brandon Stokley can’t make the plays he made all last year. 
And they're saying, ‘Go ahead and run.’ ” On Sunday the Titans 
often dropped five or six defenders back to try to confuse Man- 
ning (above), but it didn’t work. He completed 74% of his 
passes for 264 yards and four touchdowns, and he wasn't sacked. 
“| told the [Titans] before the game,” Schwartz said on Monday, 
“teams that succeed against the Colts give up yards but come up 
with big turnovers or big stops. We didn’t force a turnover, and 
[the Colts] were seven of 10 on third down. That's fatal.” 


NUMBERS GAME 

Averaging 34 points, the surprisingly prolific Giants lead the NFL 
in scoring through Week 4 of 2005. The last time the club fin- 
ished the season No. | in that category? That would be [963, 
when Y.A. Tittle was handing off and throwing to Frank Gifford. 


(23 9) HEAD TOHEAD 
a Nig I Cincinnati at Jacksonville 
( J f 


SS fy, While every NFL team wants at least 
a ‘one prime-time telecast per season, 
the Bengals and the Jaguars got few 
favors from this year’s schedule mak- 
ers. They are two of the nine teams 
that will appear only once in prime 
time in 2005. But is there a better Sunday-night game on the 
slate than this week's matchup that has Cincinnati's ascen- 
dant offense (with running back Rudi Johnson, /eff) testing 
Jacksonville’s tough, no-name defense? The game also fea- 
tures two of the league’s best young quarterbacks in Carson 
Palmer of Cincinnati and the Jaguars’ Byron Leftwich. 
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THREE POINTS 
Think USC's Matt Leinart is a lock to be the top pick in the 
’06 draft? Not so fast. I'm hearing sentiment in the scouting 
community for Trojans back Reggie Bush, if he chooses to go pro. 
J.P. Losman, who has completed 47.9% of his passes for 
108.2 yards per game, isn’t ready to play in this league. If 
Buffalo coach Mike Mularkey wants to save the I-3 Bills’ sea- 
son, he has to make Kelly Holcomb the starter. 
Considering the magic they’re making on the field, Donovan 
McNabb and Terrell Owens—who have hooked up 32 times 
for 506 yards already—must remain teammates in 2006 and 
beyond. Owens makes McNabb much better, and vice versa. 


INSIDE THE NFL 


six false starts playing at home?” 

Jacksonville is still the 
second-best team in the AFC 
South, behind the Colts, but this 
team is regressing. 


NEW STADIUMS 


The Hard-Hat 
Commissioner 


If one of Pete Rozelle’s legacies 
as NFL commissioner was pari- 
ty, successor Paul Tagliabue’s just 
might be stadiums. Since 1992, 
24 teams have built new stadi- 
ums, made significant renova- 
tions to existing facilities or con- 
tracted to construct new venues, 
and the man pushing for rede- 
velopment has been Tagliabue. 
Three new stadiums were in the 
news over the last two weeks: 
The Colts broke ground on a 
$500 million home in Indi- 
anapolis, the Vikings presented 
plans for the financing and the 
site of a $675 million retractable- 
roof venue north of Minneapo- 
lis, and the Giants and the Jets 
agreed to split the $800 million 
cost and share another facility at 
the Meadowlands in northern 
New Jersey. 

“The commissioner has really 
made stadium construction a pri- 
ority,” NFL senior vice president 
for corporate development Neil 
Glat said last week. When he in- 
terviewed to replace the retiring 
Rozelle as commissioner in 1989, 
Tagliabue cited stadium devel- 
opment in a memo to the search 
committee: “Stadium economics 
are changing dramatically, and 
the entertainment marketplace is 
rapidly being restructured.” 

When negotiations between 
the two New York teams stalled 
in September, Tagliabue stepped 
in to bring the two sides together; 
an agreement was reached on 
the day of a deadline imposed 
by the New Jersey Sports and 
Exposition Authority. In the 
drive for new facilities—and the 
revenue they generate—team 
owners have been only too 
happy to work from the com- 
missioner’s playbook. o 
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Dr. Z’s Forecast: Beware the Redskins 


WHERE DO | begin the story of the 2005 Redskins? 
How about in the preseason forecasts, which— 
except for a few kind souls who ranked them third 
in the NFC East—placed Washington squarely in 
the division cellar. And that, of course, would in- 
clude the prediction of your faithful narrator. 
Then there's the matter of Hall of Fame coach 
Joe Gibbs, as in “the game has passed him by,” 
which was the media con- 
sensus last season. He had 
given up a perfectly good 
third-round draft choice for 
a quarterback, Mark Bru- 
nell, who everybody figured 
was finished. Gibbs's folly 
was just about booed out of 
the starting lineup and fi- 
nally replaced by Patrick 
Ramsey when the team was 
3-6. Brunell’s back with the 
Redskins this season? 
Guess it doesn't hurt to have 
an insurance policy, though 
he’s almost 35. But back 
onto the field he came after 
Ramsey went down with a 
neck injury in the first game. 
And then back into the start- 
ing lineup, from where he 
has led the Skins to 3-0. 
And when | say led, | 
mean it, because Brunell 
has been doing some amaz- 
ing things. Bill Parcells was 
77-0 when his team took 
a lead of I3 or more points 
into the fourth quarter, but 
he was 77-1 after the Red- 
skins scored /4 in the final 
period to beat Parcells’s 
Cowboys 14-13 in Week 2. 
All Brunell did on the first 
scoring drive was climb out 
of a third-and-27 hole with 


a 25-yard scramble and LEGWORK Brunell (8) hooks up with 
thena 20-yard completion. tight end Robert Royal (88), but his 


Brunell has launched a miracle season, but now 
comes the harsh light of reality: the Broncos in 
Denver. | think Washington will make it real close, 
but... and here comes the bad news... . | think 
Denver is just a bit too tough at home. 

The Patriots’ injuries cannot be swept away with 
a magic broom, as some people expect this team to 
do, It’s a serious situation, and it won't get any bet- 
ter in Atlanta this Sunday. 
The Falcons are the pick. Why 
is Buffalo favored over 
Miami? | mean, it’s not De- 
cember, when the hawk flies 
over Ralph Wilson Stadium 
and its icy breath turns 
enemy quarterbacks into 
stiffs. Logic says the Dolphins 
should crush the staggering 
Bills, which, by my formula, 
is precisely why I'm picking 
Buffalo. 

The Lions can play de- 
fense too well for visiting 
Baltimore. Give Detroit the 
win in a low-scorer, Hous- 
ton gets its first win of the 
season, over Tennessee. Not 
once, not twice, but three 
times did St. Louis beat Seat- 
tle last year. Keep trying, | 
say, and good things will 
happen—in this case, a high- 
scoring Seahawks victory 
over a shaky Rams defense. 

Big game coming up for 
the unbeaten Bengals. The 
middle of their offensive 
line is banged up, which 
isn’t good when they have 
to face the Jaguars’ two 
monster tackles, Marcus 
Stroud and John Hender- 
son. But the Jags’ O-line 
isn’t in such great shape, 
either, and it was overrun 
by the Broncos. Here’s my 


He followed that withaTD scrambling has propelled the Redskins. upset special: The active, 


pass on fourth-and-15. 

On Sunday, in the overtime drive that beat the 
Seahawks, Brunell converted two third-and-l0O 
plays and a third-and-nine. On that third-and- 
nine he ran for 18 yards like the wild scrambler 
he was nine years ago, when he led Jacksonville, 
a second-year expansion team, into the AFC 
Championship Game. 


© Dr.Z writes for the web every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at Sl.com/nfl. 


aggressive Bengals win it 
on the road and stay undefeated. 

Hey, there's a good Monday-nighter for a change. 
Do you believe in the Chargers? Well, | believe in 
their offense, but not in their defense. I'll take the 
Steelers, and it sounds weird calling them under- 
dogs, in an upset. —Paul Zimmerman 

Last week: 7-3 Season: 22-16 
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was an improvement over his last one only to the extent that 

he did not end up on a gurney. It was another lopsided loss, 
very nearly a knockout, but there Jones was, saying how good he felt, 
how much fun he'd had and how many more fights he plans. Instead 
of settling for this semivaliant effort as a sendoff, a patch job on a lega- 
cy that was showing some holes after three straight losses—two now 
to Antonio Tarver after last Saturday night’s light heavyweight cham- 
pionship fight in Tampa—Jones was promising a return to greatness, 
a resumption of that era when he won titles in four divisions and went 
14 years with only one loss, by disqualification. “I think ’m still going,” 
said Jones, 36, with more smiles than you'd expect from a guy who'd 
lost at least eight of 12 rounds on all three of the scorecards. 

This plan ought not to be encouraged, because every round Jones 
fights exposes a vanity that has, in the absence of the real goods, be- 
come just plain irritating. That vanity, a selfishness that is part of 
any fighter’s repertoire, was high entertainment when Jones won 
fights. His novelty punches, his stunt work, his wriggling mockery 
of every inferior opponent were great fun as long as his astonishing 
athleticism allowed him predictably to prevail. But style without sub- 
stance is just tiresome. 

And if ever there was a time for substance, Saturday night was it. 
Jones had long been given a pass on his career, which included pre- 
cious few important fights and a lot of handpicked opponents. How 
many boxers have fought more off-duty civil servants (a policeman, 
a mailman) than Jones? This was forgiven because his talent and grit 
were nonetheless undeniable. But presented with the challenge of 
fellow Floridian Tarver, Jones has faltered again. He won a close de- 
cision in their first fight, two years ago; lost the rematch on a quick 


R OY JONES JR. seemed to be encouraged by the result, which 


» For more fight news go to 


His Act Got Old 
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knockout; and then, gearing up 
for the rubber match, got cold- 
cocked by Glen Johnson. It’s been 
more than a year since that 
knockout, and Jones needed a 
decent effort to forestall the usual 
eulogies. 

He seemed ded- 
icated to that idea, 
training in unusu- 
al (if maddening) 
silence, even re- 
uniting with his fa- 
ther, Roy Sr., after 
a decadelong es- 
trangement. “Dad- 
dy asked to come 
back?’ he explained. 
And Roy Jr. cer- 
tainly was in condition, long com- 
fortable at light heavyweight after 
briefly, and historically, holding 
the heavyweight title. But from 
the beginning of Saturday’s fight, 
Jones seemed much more inter- 


Olympic light heavyweight gold medalist / 

round knockout on the Tarver-Jones undercard. . . 
money than me,” Tarver told Jones after their bout, “but I’m not 
mad at you.” Each boxer made more than $5 million. ... The 
Tarver-Jones fight kicked off a frenzy of promising bouts this fall, 
the next being the rematch of this spring's spectacular dustup be- 


tween Di and Je 
on Nov. 12, it’s V 


) Versus 


Boxing 


by Richard Hoffer 


ON THE NOSE Tarver’s shots 
connected often, while Jones’s 
antics (below) got him nowhere. 


ested in showing his exasperat- 
ing bag of tricks than in truly try- 
ing to beat Tarver. 

He did the usual shimmies, 
the old no-handed defense and, 
in a move that was clearly, and 
sadly, choreographed, touched 
his right foot with his glove and 
in the same motion threw a 
punch. None of this was partic- 
ularly effective against Tarver, 
who repeatedly caught Jones 
against the ropes and battered 
him there, amassing a huge lead. 
But it all reminded you of what 
was so bothersome about Jones’s 
career: It was always conduct- 
ed more for his amusement than 
for our satisfaction. 

Tarver nearly sent him 
packing—for good, we would 
imagine—when he caught Jones 
with a long right hook in the 11th 
round. Jones was 
as out as a fighter 
can be without his 
toes pointing up, 
but he recovered 
and actually stalked 
a baffled and ap- 
parently exhausted 
Tarver back into 
the ropes. The 
damage to Jones 
was huge, though, 
and it solidified the impression 
that he really was, finally, 
through. Not that Jones saw it 
that way. 

“Let’s do it again,’ he said, in- 
furiating to the end. o 


won a one- 
. “You got more 


lo. That's on Oct. 8. Then, 
in a heavy- 


weight showdown that should firm up the top of the division. 


Life of Reilly 


If I Ruled 
The World 


by Rick Reilly 


HE NHL has shiny new rules to boost 
scoring. The Royal & Ancient just made 
111 changes to the Rules of Golf. Base- 
ball promises to change its steroid sus- 
pension rules, from tickling to lashes 
with fettuccini. 

Sure. Fine. Wonderful. But nobody ever changes the 
rules that really need fixing. 

Until now. 

Therefore, by the power vested in me by my bartender, 
the following are decreed, from this day forward: 
Athletes who chew tobacco shall swallow, not spit. 

e A parent must be able to defeat his kid in a sport, left- 
handed, before screaming advice at him during the game. 
* No one shall take more than 60 seconds to sing the 
national anthem. And no torturing the notes. You ain’t 
Mariah Carey. 

* Cities that build lavish stadiums for their pro teams 
must rank among the nation’s top 10 cities in per-pupil 
education spending. Until then, the damn tycoons can 
build their own palaces. 

« Oh, and stadiums shall have no more than one name 
in a 10-year period. You sold it to Thong.com, you live 
with it. 

e High fives and fist bumps shall no longer be permit- 
ted to celebrate a) fantasy-league performances; b) re- 
placing the fan belt successfully; or c) getting a wait- 
ress’s phone number. 

« No one shall sit behind home plate waving like a Navy 
signalman and yelling into his cellphone, “D’you see 
me? D’you see me?” Yes, we see you. And now we get to 
see security stomp your phone into volcanic ash. 

e Managers and coaches shall no longer wear uniforms. 


There 
shall bea 
maximum 
of three 
repeats of any 
fan-shouted 
insult. 
We get it. 
You want 
David Wells 
totrya 
salad. Now 
sit down. 


My God, you’re Don Zimmer. You have the physique of a LoveSac. Put on some 


clothes. 


e ESPN shall be limited to five gratuitous product mentions per broadcast; 
e.g., “... and Game 7 is tonight in Anaheim, which has a brand-new ESPNZone!” 
Fox shall be limited to 200 dramatic playoff cutaways of Joe Torre probing his nose. 
e NFL fans shall call one play per game, except when Oakland Raiders coach Norv 
Turner is involved, in which case fans shall call the entire game. 

e Hitters may not step out of the box if they didn’t swing. Sorry, Nomar, no more ad- 
justing your gloves, belt, hat and cup every single pitch like Rain Man on a Starbucks drip. 
e Any ball hit into the crowd must be passed to the nearest kid. 

e No hitter shall have his favorite song played at the plate unless he had a hit last 
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time up. Otherwise it’s Tie a Yellow Rib- 
bon on the Hammond B3. 
» Player bios shall now include police 
blotter stats: 83 touchdowns, five Pro 
Bowls, three domestic disputes, two DUIs 
and that weird charge involving the ferret. 
There shall be free drops from fairway 
divots. 
Skybox patrons shall be subject to sur- 
prise interrogations, in which they'll be 
required to know the score of the game. If 
they don’t, they must take their sashimi 
and leave, to be replaced by fans who 
know how to actually make some noise. 
» Any Detroit Piston shall be allowed one 
hernia-inducing, face-bluing tantrum per 
game. Two, and he wears Pampers for the 
rest of the night. 
Following Darwin’s principles, families 
who own sports teams that haven’t won a 
championship in 25 years shall not be al- 
lowed to pass the franchise to their heirs 
(shamelessly stolen from genius reader 
Ken Ura, Troy, Mich.). 
e A player gets an assist if the guy he 
passed to is fouled and makes both free 
throws. 
e Fans who come onto the field waive 
their right not to get beaten like an egg 
yolk. Same for players charging into the 
stands. From now on, it’s a Chinese wall. 
e There shall be a maximum of three re- 
peats on any fan-shouted insult. O.K., we 
get it. You want David Wells to try a salad. 
Now sit down. 
e There shall be a salary cap of $100 mil- 
lion in baseball. Every million over earns 
an extra loss. Let’s see what a genius Fu- 
rious George is now. 
e Any college coach making more than 
$1 million a year shall fund the return of 
an extinct “minor” sport—swimming, 
wrestling, etc.—at his school, except Ok- 
lahoma’s Bob Stoops ($2.4 million, 2-2 
record this season), who shall fund three. 
e Basketball players shall no longer be 
able to take a timeout when they are 
trapped and falling out-of-bounds. Does 
a QB get to take one when he’s about to 
be sacked? 
» No more male cheerleaders. This in- 
cludes Ahmad Rashad. 

All complaints should be made, in per- 
son, to Tiger Woods’s caddie, Stevie 
Williams, Chief of Enforcement. a 


o¢¢ 


WaT OVS H3919d 


HALF THE PIXELS OF HIGH-DEFINITION. 


a SONY GRAND WEGA” THE WORLD'S GREATEST HIGH-DEFINITION TELEVISION. 
! GRAND” 
SONY. aE 7 | -e ; WEGA 
One million pixels. Twice that of EDTV. True high-definition, Wholly incredible. 
Let us tell you more about Grand WEGA at sony.com/HDTV 
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